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TUESDAY, 21ST JULY, 1896.

Hen. Aember forFrmrt-Peei-
6ion ofAdresiRel-etof
Leyt on's Railwvay Cross mi., North Pre-
mantle- Quesl von T elephone Service at

Prerante-Q eston:Pr)evention of the
Tickc Pest-Mfotions: Leave of Absence
-Ainnic iPul Loghit2ions Act Ainuid-
mnent Bill; firs reudnzty-Ifot on - Re-
tarn yec Past oral Leases-Arqricnl~ttntl
Bak/ Act Ameandmnent ll Second
reading-Cool gardie Gol dfields Water
S'apyty loan Bill; second reading
moved-Adjournment.

The Speaker took the chair at 4.30
o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERs.

NEW MEMBIER FOR FEMANTLE.

Mn. SPEAKER announced that ho
had issued a Writ for the election of a
member to serve for thme Electoral Dis-
trict of Fremantle, in the place of the
H~on. W. E. Marniion, deceased, and that
froi a the return thereto it appeared that
Mr. John Joseph Highamt had been duly
elected in pursuance of the said writ.

Mr. Ilighain was then introduced by
the Premier and the Commissioner of
Railways, and took and subscribed the
oath required by lawv.

PRESENTAl'ION OF ADDRESS-
IN-REPLY.

At twenty minutes to five o'clock, Mr.
Speaker, accompanied by members, pro-
ceeded to Government House to present
the Address-in. Reply to the Speech of
His Excellency the Governor; and having
returned-

Mit. SPEAKER reported that he had,
with members of the House, waited upon
His Excellency the Governor, and had
presented to himl the Address of the
Legoislative Assembly in reply to his
opening Speech, agreed to by the House
V1n Thursday last ,and that His Excel-
lency had been pleased to reply as
follows
MuNI. SnELsna A-ND GENTLEMEN OF THE

LEGISLATIVEg AssF~msELY,-
I receive with satisfaction the assurance

of your continued loyalty and affection to
our most Gracious Sovereign.

I thank you for your Address-in-Reply
to the Speech with which I openecd Par-
li-ment, and for the assurance that you
will give the most careful Consideration
to all subjects that nay be-submitted to
you, so that the permanent happitiess
and prosperity of this portion of Her
Majesty's dominion mlay result from) your
endeavors.

Government House, 21st July, 1896.

Q-UEST! ON-LERO' .tM RIIAV A Y CROSS-
ING, NORTH FREMANTLEi.

MR, MOSS, in accordance with notice,
asked the Commissioner of Railways-
Whether it is his intention, now that the
duplication of the line is being made, to
provide a passenger platform at North
Fremantle, near the locality known as
Leyton's Crossing, and thuns give acconi-
niodation to about 500 persons residingr
in close proximity.

Tnxp COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. ii. Piesse) replied that
the Government had not decided to con-
struct a, passenger platformn at Leyton's
Crossing.

QUESTION-TELEPHONE SERVICE AT
FEMA NTLE~.

MR. MOSS, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier-i, Whether it is
the intention of the Government to con-
nect North Fremnantle Police Station
with the telephone system ?e 2, If so,
when ? 3, Why the North Prenmantle
telephone exchange is closed at 11 p.m.,
and whether it is the intention of the
department to place North Fremantle on
the same footing as Fremantle and Perth
as regards telephonic communication.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir John
Forrest) replied as follows :-1, Yes.
2, The connection -will be made im-
mediately. 3, Asi there are but 13 sub-
scribers, it is not -tt present considered
necessary to keep the office open later
than I I p.m. Should the necessity arise,
the Departmient W'ill be glad to consider
the question of keeping open all nlight.

QUESTrION-PEENPION OF 'I'E TIC],
. ESC.

Mni. HOOLEY, in accordance with
*notice, asked the Commissioner. of
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Crown Lands. Whether he is aware that
the colonies of New South NVales,
Vietoria, and South Australia are taking
steps to prohibit the introduction of live
cattle or green bides from Queensland,
owing to the prevalence of the tick postL
in that colony; and whether the Govern-
ment intend taking similar action. Also,
whether any steps are being taken to
prevent cattle from the East Kimberley
district being travelled overland into the
W"est Kjimberley and Northern districts
of this colony.

MIOTIONS-LEAVE Of' ABSENCE.
On the motion of the Premier,

leave of absence for one fortnight was
granted to Mr. Travlen (the Greenough),
and 'Ar. Connor (East imberley).

On the motion of Mr. filling-
worth, leave of absence for one fort-
night was granted to Mr. TLeake (Albany),
Air. li. F. Sholl (the Gascoyne), Mr.
Keep (Filbarra), Mrt. H. AV. Shbhl (RBe-
bourne), and Mr. Loton (the Swan).

MUNLO(PAL TNSTITOTIONS ACT AMEND-
MEN'1' BILL.

Introduced by Mr. Moss, and read a
first time.

MOTLON-RE1'URN RiE PASTORAL
LIHASE*.

Nmu. HOOLEY, in accordance with
notice, moved-" Thata return be laid
upon the table, showing the acreage held
under pastoral lease from the Crown for
the years 1889, 1890, 1891, 1892, 1893,
1894, and 1895, and the districts in which
such leases were held." He said his ob-
ject in moving for this return was to
draw the attention of the House to the
great falling-oil that had taken place in
one of the principai exports of the colony,
that of wool. A few years ago, as honor-
able members were aware, people were
eager to invest in sheep-farming in this
colony, just as people wvere at present
eager .to invest in gold mining; and at
that time a great many persons put their
money into sheep stations in the' back
country, and endured severe privations in
carrying on their operations. Large
tracts of country were taken up in this
way, and during some years, while things
were prosperous, the pastoral lessees
were able to payv the rent charged for
their holdings ; but a change of season

brought severe droughts, and the price
of wool having fallen about the same
period, these lessees found themselves
Unable, in miany cases, to pay the rent
that came due. A very large quantity
of land bad, in consequence, been for-
feited by those who held it, and that land
now lay unoccupied and unproductive.
The only wvay in which this forfeited land
could be again made useful, under terms
of occupation. besides millions of other
acres in the country, would be to alter
time rEnts on pastoral leases so as to adapt
them to the changed conditions under
which pastoral occupation had now to be
carried on. One honorable member,
in referring to this subject a few
days ago, had suggested that it
would be well to allow such country
to be occupied even without a rental, so
as to make some use of it; but he (Mr.
Hooley) could not go so far as that.
Comparing this pastoral land with other
land of a similar character in South Aus-
tralia, he said that a rental which was
sufficient in South Australia should, in
his opinion, be sufficient here for such
counti-y; and by lowering the rental here
to that stamdard, these great areas of
country might be again taken up, and
settler-s be enabled to conserve water, to
fence, and otherwise to improve the land
for increasing its carrying capabilities.
He hoped the Government; would con-
sider- this, in view of the large amount of
country that bad been forfeited, and
which could not at present be made use
of at such rental as was now charged.

THE OOMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson) said
the Government would be happy to have
the return prepared, and would lay it on
the table as soon as it was ready.

Motion put and passed.

AGRICU LTUR{AL 13ANK ACT AMIEND-
iIENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

THE PREMIER (Hon. SirJohn Forrest):
Thme object of this bill, sir, is to make the
Agricultural Bank Act of 1894 a little
more liberal than it was considered
(desirable at the time to make it. As
honorable members will notice, the
alterations proposed in the Sill are not
very large, but they are important. In
the fir-st place, under the Agricul-
tural Bank Act of 1894 it
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was questionable whether the Mana-
ger of the Bank was enabled, by
the terms of the Act, to take security
other than the land that was to be ini-
proved. I myself thoughlt at the time
that there would be no objection to his
doing so, and that no harm, but rather
good. would result. Still there was a
little vagueness in that provision, and
there arose a, question as to whether the
Manager was legally entitled to take as
security any other than the land which
was to be improved. Sub-section 2 of
this Bill gives the necessary rower
to thle Manager to take as security for
any advance that he makes, in addition
to the security of thle lands to be ini-
proved, such other security of freehold or
leasehold properties of any kind( as may
be tendered to him, including lands under
special occupation, conditional purchase,
or p~astoral lease under the Crown. It
seems to mie this will be a very valuable
provision, and will enable persons to ob-
tain loans from the Banik with much
greater facility than they can obtain
themn without this clause. And the rea-
sonl why' we propose to give the power of
taking as security a p~astoral lease is that
it very often happens a. farma is situated
within a pastoral leasehold, and the
value of the farm is to some extent
affected by the pastoral land around it;
and so we propose to allow the Manager
of the Bank not only to take as security
thle land that is actually to be improved,
but also an" other land that is freehold
or leasehiold wvhich the owner may have to
offer. Sub-section 2 of Clause 2 of the
Bill makes two imaportanit alterations in
the existing Act. At the present time
the Manager of the Bank is able
only to give an advance to the
extenlt of one-half of the value of
the improvements that the owner makes;
but by this Bill the Manager will be
allowed, if he thinks it advisable, to make
advances equal to three-fourths of the
value of the improvements that will have
to lie mnade. Of course, honorable inein-
hers will understand that it is to be dis-
cretionary wvith the Managerias to whether
lie wvill iiake these larger advances. He
need not recommend such a, large loan ats
three-fourths of the value of thle work to
be done-that is, leavin ig one-fourth of
the improvements for the borrower to
make at his own expense-but under

circumstances that the Manager considers
favorable, and will justify hini in doing
it, he is to be empowered to recommend
that three-fourths of the value of thle
improvements to be, made should be lent
to the owner of the land. Sub-section 2
also empowers the Manager to lend to any
one person £e800l as a iiaixiinmiin, instead
of, as in thle original Act of 1894, limiting
the advances to £400. It is found that
there are cases in which it is advisable to
lend an amount larger than £400. There
are many very good men in the colony
who are fanning on a considerable scale,
and to whomi this increase of the amount
will be of advantage. I see no reason at
all why the sum should be restricted to
£400 as in the original Act. Clause 3 of
this Bill provides that the improvements
to he made shall not he so restricted as in
the original Act. As honorable nti bers
will recollect, in the original Act ini-
provemeuts were restricted to three kinds
-clearing, cultivating, and ring-barking
-these being the only three things the
Manager could advance upon, whereas in
this Bill we propose to include fencing,
drainig, wells of fresh water, reservoirs,
buildings, and any imiprovements which,
in the opinion of the Manager of the
Bank, increase the agricultural or pas-
toral capabilities of the land. 'That
widens the scope of the Act to a very con-
siderable extent. In the beginning, of
course, we desired to be very careful, not
only that this Act should pay its way.
but also that there should be no risk
about it. Indeed, it was a sort of in-
novation, this lending of money to agricul-
tural people, and this House was naturally
careful as to limiting the kind of improve-
inents which should be advanced upon.
As time goes on we shall find, I think
-lion, members and the country will also
find-that this is not such a dangerous
Bill as some anticipate, and that it is a
productive one. It has already been
productive, and it will be more pro-
ductive, and do still miore good in the
country. I go further and say this, that
we have to risk sonic money for the pur-
poses the Bill is designed to carry' out.
For my part, there is no class of un-
provenients or developments, no class of
work, that I would rather risk some
money in than in trying to better the
condition of the people on the soil, and
add to the resources of the country, It



Agrcidi'rl Bnk 21 ULY 186.] Agricultural Blank. 128

seems to mnc that, even if we have some
loss, the country would have value for
its mnoney in the advantage that would
be given to the colony. I have prepared
a return showing the operations of this
Act during the last year, from the 30thi
June, 18.95, to the 30th June, 1896.
These operations are not very extensive,
I am bound to say-I have said it before
-but no one can say that this Act has
been a failure. I altogether denythat it
has been a failure. It has been procluc-
tive of a very great deal of good; and,
considering its restricted operation, due
to the carefulness of the Legislature,
which I altogether appreciate and agree
with, but which has prevented the Act
having, much scope, I think we need not
feel disappointed with the results. Under
the improvements and additions that we
propose it will have a very much larger
scope, and I have no reason to think
otherwise than that the amendments will
have a satisfactory result, I believe
the Bank will be carried on without
expense to the country, and that it will
be a vast benefit to the agricultural comn-
itnunity. Now, up to the present time
there have teen 188 loans approved.
Hon. members may know that a, loan can
only be approved by the Governor after
it has had the recommn~cdation of the
Manager of the flank. The Manager
cannot lend any money unless the loan is
approved by the Governor, and the
Governor must have the recommendation
of the Manager before hie gives his
approval. This is, I think, a very
effective method for giving security to
the public. As I have said, 188 loans
have been aipproved, amounting to
£C18,105, and 132 of these loans have
been fully or partly paid by the Govern-
meat: The amount of interest collected
has been £1I88 4s. 2d., and application
fees have amounted to £;196. Rougly,
about £,400 has been received in fees and
interest. The arrears of interest due to
30th June, which is not long past, as
hon. muembers are aware, amiounted to
£C7 1.5s. 6d. This shows that the people
who have borrowed this money are not
people who are borrowing only to try and
leave 1the colony, but are borrowing the
money under the careful supervision of
the Manager; and they have paid the
interest when it was dlue, for I do not
think that the £7 15s. 6d. is worth

taking into account, as it may be paid
tip at any time in a day or two. What
has been done by lending that money is
the next question which hon. members
and the people of the colonly would like
to get an answer to. Well, we have
cleatred 4, 286 acres, and we have p lou glied
2,408 acres, and have ring-barked 6,358
acres. I do not think this is a very bad
record for this small institution that is
miaking its Way, considering the counter
a -ttractions which our goldfields offer to
people who might settle on land. At the
present time people are running after
goid in one directioni and another, and
are not anxious to stick to farming.
Th'lere is a good deal of hard work
about fanning, so that I consider the
Bank's returns -arc very satisfactory.
The figures show that the expenses of
thle Bank zooc smiall, £1 .007 7s. 9d. having
been the expenditure for the year ending
S0thjone, 1896. It seems to me that when
-we are able to lend miore money under
the enlarged scope of this Bill, the returns
will cover the expenses of mnanairement-
I hope so, at any rate. Of course, bonl.
mnembers know that, under the constitu-
tion of the Bank, the repayments of loans
do not coinmence for some time-I think
borrowers have five years from the tinie
they obtain their lan before they corn-
Mien cc to repay so that in the miiantimc
all that we shall get is interest on the
money. The House is also a-ware that
the Government, taking advantage of
the cheap rates for money ruling at the
present time, have reduced the rate of
interest on the Bank's loans, dating from
the 1st July, from. six per cent. to five. I
think we h ave shown that we are pretty fair

lendrs o mony to the agricultural corn-
umunity. At any rate, we do not stick to
a high rate of interest, as soon as the
rate at which we can borrow comes down.
I cannot see, myself, any reason why this
Bank should not be a great institution in
this colony, and] a paying institution as
well. All I ask is that bon. members
will give it a little time. We are only
beginning with the Bank, and, in the
improvements proposed in this Bill,
which I have suggested to thle Govern.
went, and which have the entire ap-
proval of niy colleagues, and, I may
say also, the Manager of the Bank, 1
think we shall find thst it will be a
very useful institution, and a far better

Agric-allitral Bank r--)l JULY, 1896.]L'
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one than it is at the present time.
Ma. RANDELL:- Before the lion, the

Premier sits down, will ho please tell the
Rouse -whether it is contemplated, in pro-
posing to loan money on buildings and
fencing, to require that the security shall
be insuredF

TnE PREMIER (Hon. Sir John
Forrest) :I am not able to answer the
heni, gentleman in that respect. It has
been pointed out to me, by a member of
the Ministry, that fences and buildings
accepted as security ouight to be insured,
but I do not think much of the point.
It scents to me that the Government arc
the best insuriers of their ownu property,
and I do not think there will be any
great risks in the security we propose to
accept. Still, that would be a. matter for
the Manager to deal with in each case.
I agree that in some parts of the country,
where bush fires are more prevalent, it
Miught be Well to hiave the properTty in-
sured ; but, on the whole, I think we had
better take the risk. The matter has
not been brought under the notice of the
MKanager, and 1 think he wvill be pretty
careful to look, after himself in this
matter.
MR. TLLINGWORTL: The particu-

lar objection I have to this Bill is that the
fourth word ini the title of the Bill is
wrong. It should read, " A Bill to Repeal
the Agri cultu ral Bank Act 1894," and
this would be the most successf ul ainend-
mnht that could possibly be miade in this
Bill. We havelhad12 moniths' exper-ience
of the Bank, and the Premier has placed.
before us the most favorable view that
can be taken of it, with the result that
the loans show an absolute loss of £610
11s. 3d. Now, if we are to assist the
great agricultural interest, I would
very mnuch rather assist farmers by
giving a direct bonus for some po
duct rather thani support the Bank,
which is a niere subterfuge. No nuna
gets any benefit from this Bank, because
hie cannot get any loant from the Bank
which he could not obtain elsewhere.
[No, no.] I saty borrowers can 1get these
advances else-where. Now, 'as to the
alterations which the Premier desires to
make in the original Act, I have no very
grave objections to them, because I feel
that Miiiisters have not been convinced
that this Bank is a failure. They will
not be convinced of it uit il it has been

demonstrated to the full. The amend-
ients that we made in the original Bill
when it was going through the House, at
the suggestion of lion. mnembers on this
side, are the amendments which the
Government blame for the failure of the
Bill. Tihat it hads failed is obvious. No
one who has heard the statement from
the Ministerial benches can put any other
construction upon the history of the
Ban k. The Act which created it has
ignominiously failed, as we said on this
side of the House that it would fail, and
this amending Bill will ignominiously
fail also. The Bill does not possess the
essential elements of life that can possibly
endure, and consequently it is bound to
fail, conmc what will. There is one thing,
however, that is worth notice, and that is
that thie Ministry, in the selection of the
Manager of the Bank, certa-inlyv secured, I
think, the best possible man that could
bew, pla-ced at the head of this institution.
[M. S1I-sON :He has nothig to do
there-] One thing is certain-that if
mny man less capable than the present

Manager had been placed at the head of
this Bank, we should have been launched
into very serious consequences indeed.
Now, I have it from the Manager himi-
self, who is a pretty good authority, that
a, gentlemaan Wvent to him, and asked him
for an advance of £400 upon his property.
The advance wvould possibly have been
made had not the Manager asked the
intending borrower what hie would do
with the money, and the reply was-"1 I
am going to clear out of the country." I
say that the wisdom which has been
maaifested in the selection of the
Manager is proved by this incident, for
hie was too 'ute for this individual, who
did not get the advance. It is probable
that the care which the Manager has
taken to secure good security has to
some extent caused the restricted opera-
tions of the Bank, hut I do not think
tha-,t too much care has been manifested
to protect the advances of the State.,
Now, what is the policy of the Govern-
mnent in regard to th is Bank ? They say
that they can borrow the money at thre
per cent., allow One per cit. for sinking
fund, and loan the money at five per
cent. The sunm of £C100,000 Was set
aside as the capital of the Bank, and we
find that, while only £18,000 has been
loaned, the expenses of mnanagremnent
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amount to over £1,000 per annum.
What assistance is the Bank- to the
class whom it is intended to benefit, see-
inig that they couid borrow elsewhere at
a little higher rate of interest, and that
the improvements have to be made
before the money is advanced ? [Mx. A.
FORREST: You would not lend themn the
money at all, -neither would anyone else.]
I should be very glad to lend it, only that
I have not got the money, unfortunately.
I have no objection to the amending
Bill, simply because, if it is passed, the
Government will be better satisfied that
the Bank is a failure. The only amnend-
ment that I wish to see adopted is that
the word "amend" should be struck out
of the title.

Mu. A. FORREST: I shouidlike to say a
few words upon the remarks that havefallen
fr-om thiehon.ineiuiber-for-Wauaine. Anyone
who knows anything about Western Aus-
tralia will be aware that the hion. memnber
knows little or nothing about farming.
I think that the Government are to be
congratulated on bringing in the Bill. and
establishing the Agricultural Loan Bank
in 1894. It is well known that, at the
time this Bill was Passed through
Committee, there was great opposition to
it, and many clauses with reference to
Improvements were struck out. Now, I
say that the great draviback in the Act
of 1894 was the small maximumn of thle
amount that could be lent, and the limited
scope of the imnprovements which could be
accepted as security. Many of Our best
people are farming on a large scale, and
the amount to which the Manager was
limited to lend to a single borrower was
simply absurd. If a man who has 200
acres is entitled to borrow £-400, why
should nota man who has 400 aeresecleared
get.£800? The lion, mnember for Nannine
laid great stress upon the statement that
thefarmiers could borrowelsewbere. Ideny
it. Isay thatif afarmer tramped the whole
of the city of Perth,visiting- every financial
house and bank inL the place, he would
not getany money to improve his property.
That is a fact that will not be disputed by
anyone who takes any interest in the pro-
gress Of the colony. I amn sure that if a
man asked me to lend him money for
,agricultural improvements, I should say

N o, althoughb I should be very glad to
assist the righit class of people to get on
the land. LMR. ILLIN(OROTH:- No; but

.you. Would lend the country's money.]
It is almost i-iipnssihln. to get people of
energy and industry to go on the soil.
The record of what the Bank hias done is
a very satisfactory one, that 4.286 acres
have been cleared, and 2,468 acres
plougheod as the result of the advances of
thieHank. This is at matter for congratu-
lation, as this Find inight never have been
broiimght under cultivation if it had not
been for the Bank. I agree with the hon.
member for Prth that the houses that
are accepted as security should be ini-
sured : th is ca,-n be done at a very small
rate by arrangement with the Biank
Manager. As for dhe fencing, I think1
that settlers can he trusted to look, after
their. own property, as fences are more
easily saved than houses, which might be
burned down, and it would be a loss to
the Sta to if theCy were des troyed wh ile the y
were mnortgaged to the Crown. I am~
sorry that, after niy return from the old
country, I should find that some hon.,
members in the House have not liberal
views. The lion, member for Nannine
ought to travel, Re would find that the
great question in England, and all over
the world, is bow to settle people on tile
soil. People arc leavingthe soil for some-
thing that pays better than farming, and
it is an important matter with statesmen
how to keep themn on the ground. InI
Enlglanid, at the present, time, the quLestion
iscutgagingmiuch attention,and thefarmecr.
were being helped in every possible way.
Here in th is colony, where there is a large
population on the goldflelds which can-
not grow their own food, some boa.
memnbers wai t to imnport everyth in g. W~hy
not help the farmecrs to cultivate their,
land, and add to thle wealth Of thle
country ? The uncultivated laud is
ain eye-sore to everyone who travels
through thle colony. I am sure tjInt
the lion. memzber for Geralriton in
travelling fromi Geraldton to rerth must
regret to see so miuchi land uncultivaed.
WSe should help) forward agricultuire, even
if we make a, loss of £600 a year.
What is it if wve mnake a loss of £6,000,
if we get 6,000 additional acres tinder the
ploughI ? I am sure that we shiall be
doing a benefit to muankind.

Mn.. THROSSELL: So far fromn
agreeing with the opposition of the hion.
member for Naunine to the Bill, T only
regret that the measure does not gpo
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further in the direction of similar legisla-
tion adopted in the other colonies, and
which makes a provision for advances up
to £5,000 upon large holdings. I think
the present limiit proposed in the Bill.
offers an inducement to a man to split up
his estate, or, if necessary, to make it
over to his children in order to obtain a
loan largely in excess of the maximum
authorised in the Bill. The Bill does not
provide against thatt, nor do I see any
objections to it. I aim sorry that the
Government does not at once make pro-
vision for larger advances, because every
increase in the agricultural development
mneans an increase in the producing re-
sources of the colony. The hon. member
for Nannine says that farmers can borrow
outside the banks at higher rates of
interest, but it is certaLin that a farmer
cannot afford 8 or 9 per cent.; neither can
he run the risk of being called upon to
pay up an overdraft to a bank at short
notice when possibly there may be a bad.
season. The only safe borrowing for a,
farmer is to get loans from a State bank
on long terms, with easy instalments of
repayment and at a, low rate of interest.
I am glad that there is such a simple
measure introduced into Parliament,
which is intended to do so much good as
the Bill before the House. I thjink,
however, that some p~rovisionls should have
been inserted to make a. distinction be-
tweeni the freeholder and the leaseholder.
I think that it is an anomaly that the
f reeholder of 500 acres should not be able
to obtain a larger loan than the man
whose only interest inl 500 acres of con-
ditionally-purchased land is that hie has
paid the first year's rental of £12 10s. I
do not think that that is qu ite right. I
think that the freeholder should have
been placed in a better position, because
his security is better thani that of the
conditional ipurchaser. I hope before tim
session is closed that -we shiall be able to
deal with the question of large estates in
one form or another, either 'by purchase,
advances, or by taxation; but I do not
suppose that the Premier, withi all his
courage, will care to face taxation. I do
not see why the owner of country pro-
perty should not be able to borrow
Savings Bank funds the same as the
owner of city property ; yet there is no
organisation in this colony from which
the farner may obtain money on fair

ternis, except the loan bank we are now
dealing with. I only hope that the
Government will have the courage of
their opinions, and -will niake their :Lr-
rangemients so as to encourage the
development of large estates. There
would be nothing, novel in doing, that.
The principle is adopted in the other
colonies, in one of which a mian can
borrow £25,000 on a large estate -without
being asked whvlat hie intends to do with
the money.

MA. CLARKSON: I am sorry
that the honl. miember for Nanninie showed
so much opposition to this Bill. Well, I.
clan assure the hon. member that hie is
making a mistake. I think that every
hion. member in this House should he
anxious to sec agricultural development
in the colony. To any country it is a
matter of vital imiportance to see its lands
cultivated. We know that agricultur-
ists, if they are left to themselves, are
likely to get swamped before men of smiall
means ge-t fairly under way. I am will-
ing to admit that the Bank Act has
worked very satisfactorily in th e lpast, and
I think that the amendments which are
now submitted to us will be very benefi-
cial. It is quite true that agriculturists
may lie able to borrow money on freehold
security, but they cainnot get aniy advances
oil leasehiolds. If it is possible for the
Government to lower the rate of interest
even lbelow 5 per cent., cheap money
would prove to be a very great aid to the
development of the agricultural lands of
the colonly. I do not think that thc in-
surance of the buildings and fences on
time miortgaged farms is very necessary.
As far as wire fencing is concerned it
does net run much risk from fire. Ithink
these matters may be left in the hands of
the Manager of the ianlc, who is a practi-
cal mnan, and well acquainted -with all the
details of the case. I think we may
safely leave these considerations in his
hands. I hope that the House will pass
this little Bill, and that it may be a great
help to the agriculturist, and will make
the Bank a success.

MR. GEORGE: I am going to support
the Government in regard to this Bill.
I do not think anything of a loss of £600
per annum that is devoted to helping the
faning community. If the loss were
£6e,000 per annum, and the Bank should
prove to be of real service to the produc-
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ing interest, I think that the country
could bear to lose the money, I am cer-
tain that we bare been vryr) fortunate in
the selection of the Manager of thle Bank,
aud that the amendmaents which are now
proposed in the constitution of the Bank
will make it a great success. I do not
think that in the matter of legislation of
this kind we should criticise too narrowly;
provided that Ave lend en good security-
that is all we have to ask. So far as the
finding of money for the loans is con-
cerned, if the Public Works Department
will forbear fromi placing buildings of
extravagant design and great cost in the
wilderness, and place in their stead
buildings of suitable design, and erected
at moderate ex penim, there will 1b0 plenty of
money from -the sav'ings of that depart-
ment to find the loans for the farmners. I
hope that the Premnier will bear with ine
while I ask him to supplement the good
work that he is doing in connection with
this Bill by making the railway to the
Wilhams, and thus earning the undying
gratitude of the people in that district of
the colony.

Ap. RANDELL: I amn sure we are
all pleased to see that the hon. member
for West K(imberley has returned from
his mission to the old country with his
ideas enlarged, and I hope we shall de-
rive great adlvantage in this House from
his experience. I ani very glad to see
him back, if only to keep the Ministry
straight. As regards the Bill now before
tile House, it has been said that the
Agricultural Bank Act is not such a
dangerous measure as some people
thoughit it would be. Although de-
precated in some quarters, I 1)elieve it
was the honest desire of the Ministry to
promote the good of the agricultutral
community, and as a further measure mn
this direction the Amending Bill deserves
the support of the House. This amend-
mnent is for flie purpose of increas-
ing the scope of the original Bill for the
special benefit of the farming class, and
for the good of the country at large. I
am sure we shall all rejoice to see it
amended so that it will be p~roductive of
much more good than it has been
hitherto. I am glad to hear that the
cultivation of so many acres has been
attributed to the operations of the Agri-
cultural Bank, and I hope rightly at.
tributed. I gather that there have been

188 loans approved, to the value of
£18,000, and that £7,000 have been ad-
vanced. I presume there are no undue
difficulties put inl the way of those who
wish to borrow front the Bank, I am. sure
this Houise approves of every precaution
being taken in making enquiries con-
ceringm securities ;at the same time, I
suppose there are no undue (I use the
word again) restrictions placed in the
way of obtaining a, loan, such as were
instanced by the lion. member for
Busses. Perhaps he canl explain a
mnatter which appeared to be very mys-
terious. I amt also pleased to hear that
a, large increase has taken place in the
area under cultivation and ring-barked.
I think these improvements must obtain
almost unanimous concurrence from this
House. Sonic features in thle Bill have
been objected to shongly, and amiongst
others by the hion. member for the Swvan,
who is possessed of considerable know-
ledge in this direction, and whose opinions
in all matters connected with agriculture.
as well as finance, carry great weight in
this House, I asked just now, before
the Premier sat down after moving thle
second reading, as to whether insurance
was contemplated. The fencing I had in
iny mind was not wire fencing, which, I
admit, it is nlot so necessary to protect from11
dangerby flrc.andevca if afireoccurredithe
fence could be repaired without difficulty,
The disability scents to occur with other
kinds, such as post-anti-rail and picket
fencing. I think, however, discretion in
this respect may safely be left in the
hands of the Manager of the Bank, who
possesses a great deal of power at pre-
sent, though of course subject to the
control of the~finistry and theGoveraor-
in-Council, who will be careful to exercise
their discretion, and will be sure not to
recommend any loans unless the security
offered is such as can be safel Y taken by
the country. I do not quite understandl
what special Value can attach to some of
these securities mentioned In Clause 2-1
piresulme in some cases very little, as in
the case of special occupation or pastoral
leases or conditional purchase from the
Crown, and I suppose in these cases only
from the length of time they have been
in possession. I suppose, however, the
Manager will take all these things into
careful consideration, and refuse all sec;u-
rities unless they are really valuable. I
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notice that the maxiniuin of advance has
been increased from £400 to £2800, and
I think no one will raise any objection to
this; if the securityoffered is of suifficient
value, there can be no reason why the
amount should not be more than £2800;
but I suppose that the Government, in
thus Limiting thle operations of the Act,
are aiming at giving the benefit to thle
small producer. I heard soniethingabout
£5,000 from the lion, member for
Northam. I was not able to follow him
entirely, but I certainly think thle Act
contemplates no such purpose. Tile Bill
is considerably liberalised by an inclusion
in the 3rd clause of certain imnprovenments
upon which securitymenbie raised, namecly,
fencing, draining, wells of fresh water,
reservoirs, buildings, and " any improve-
mient," which is a very comprehensive
phrase. 1 intend to vote for thle Bill,
because I believe it will extend the oper-
ations of the Act; and though the amount
of the loans may not be very great, I think
the Bank will b~enefit all concerned to a
wider extent. I believe we all desire that
agriculture should be aided in every pos-
sible way that is right and reasonable.
The bon. member for the Murray said
that even if it involved a loss of X6,000 a
year this Rouse ought to support the
measure, but I do not agree with him.
The Government, in introducing the
original Act, did not contemplate a loss;
I think the Premier said it would pay its
way. If, as the lion, member wishes, we
want to give the settlers assistance, we
should go about it in another way, and
give it directly. I should prefer that this
Bank be carried on not at a loss, and if
we wish to help, let us be straightforward
and give a bonus or help in other direc-
tions. I am quite sure the Government
is only too willing to sanction everjything
for the benefit of the agriculturists and
pastoralists, and malke it as easy as pos-
sible for them. I really think it is desir-
able to do so, because in many casesa man
who gives security, to the extent of three-
quarters value places himself in a very
difficult position; in fact, I really think it
would be to the best interests of the
farmers or borrowers if the amount were
lowered toa half. I have drawn attention
to these few matters because I really
desire to see this Agricultural Bank a
success. The hon. member for Nannine
said if the £2100,000 were advanced there

would be anl iconie of only £1,000. I
did not hear the lion, member refer to
fees.

THE PREMI1ER: It is much more than
that.

AIR. EIANDELL: I hope the luau
who comes to borrow will not be subject
to heavy' fees. I shall be very gladi if
the operations can be facilitated and
made more benleflcial in the interests of
the farming- class. I shall support the
second reading.

MnI. SIMPSON: I purpose support-
ing the second reading. There was an
understanding at the time the first Bill
wvas introduced that the managecr ivould
necessarily have large discretionary
powers. Them Government were very
fortunate in their selection, and liy .oil-
fidenee in the operations of the bank
have been largely concentr-ated in the in-
tegrity and ability of the gentleman wvho
controls it. Of course, it is a good thing
in a land where, for the benefit of the
producer, over C100,000 is obtained
through tlieCustonls, to advancemoney on
security equal to three-fourths, and that
the boi rower can Practically secure £7 or
£28 per ton for his chaiff. I consider hie is
doing very well. Although I admire the
bon. member for West Kimberley, who
has just returned from his European
tour, I fully recognise that, if the poor,
honiest, indigent farmer approached himi
for the mioney which hie says he is quite
prepared to advance to the extent of
three-quarters of the value, the farmier
would obtain it. I think the hon. member
is as well able to look after his own ad-
vantage as anyone. The suggestion of
thle hon. member for. Perth as to in-
surance isa reasonableone, for in the event
of a fire destroying the premises, a luau
would get his advance back again.
Speaking of the measure generally, I
do not think we can say the Bank is a
failure; we really can formi no conclusion
as to this within four or five years, and
I agree with the lion. member for Perth
that,if it is to be afailure, the loss should
be small. Certainly. the trend of legisla.-
tion all over thle world is in the diretion
of mortgaging the credit of the State to
settle people on the land. The lion.
memiber for West Kinmberley was not
particularly happy in his allusion to hiomle
politics, for thle Rating Bill has been
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framned more for the benefit of the land-
lords than the tenants.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) :As one of
the very strongest advocates of this Bill, I
must say something in support of it,
although it is a Government measure.
It is quite necessary that something
should be done to further amend the
original Act and liberalize its conditions;
and for that reason it has been decided to
bring in this Bill during the present
session. I think it will be admitted by
all that the Qbject which the Government
had in introducing this mneasure was not
that it might be a money-wnaking Bill, but
that it should assist the farming and pas-
toral industries; and although it has been
pointed out that producers receive ats-
sistance from different sources, still it
will be admitted that, in assisting the
farmers to develop the lands of the
colony, this work will be lasting. There
is no doubt that we reap large advan-
tages from our goldfields; yet at the
same time we should enable the people to
produce what is required for consump-
tion on these goldfields. With regard to
the conditions under which these loans
are made, I think that, if the original
provisions embodied in the Bill intro-
duced to this House in 1894 had been
allowed to stand, there would have been
no necessity to bring in this amendment,
and the Bill would have been a very
much greater success than it has proved ;
although it has not been a failure, yet it
has not been availed of to the extent
anticipated, and the reasons are not far
to seek. Many of these conditions were
proposed by the Government in 1894, and
if they ha been allowed to stand, the Bill
would have proved a greater success.
Now that the amount has been increased,
and the security liberalised, I think the
Act will work very satisfactorily in the
future. I am speaking from experience
when I say that the Act has worked very
well even under present conditions, and
many men have been induced to take the
advantages offered. It is really a poor
man's Bill, to enable anyone to take up
land as a leaseholder and clear it.
I know of one instance where a poor
man started with £200 or £250, and,
boe'tuse of the Assistance given, out of a
total of 130 aered he cleared 50 for cultiva-
tion, and enclosed the whole area with a

very substantial fence. The improve-
ments on his property are considerable,
and he is one of those farmers who have
availed themselves of the benefits of the
Agricultural Bank. I hope the result
of the amendment will be satisfactory in
the shape of a larger development, and,
as a consequence, larger production.
With reference to the valuation of the
secur-ity, viz., three-quarters of the value
of the loan, that is left entirely to the
manager, and, no doubt, he will be very
careful to see that the security is suffi-
cient. In no instance have we found the
security insufficient, and as he has been
so careful in the past there is no doubt
he will execute the same vigilance in the
future. The Bill will be safe in his
hands. Thelhon. member for Northam
referred to the condition of the lease-
holder as compared with the freeholder,
and thought the freeholder should have
the preference; but the man who pays
only £12 10s. for a leasehold is placed
on the same footing, and this is the
principle of the Bill, namely, to help men
to take up more leases, and as far as I
know the Bill is intended to encourage
leaseholders as well as freeholders.
We should encourage the leaseholder as
well as the freeholder. The question of
fees was mentioned. I think last session
transfer fees were reduced from £22 to
£1, and that is certainly quite sufficient,
taking into consideration the payment of
the] per cent. on the loan. Of course,
there is danger that the present manager
will not always have control of the Bank,
but, if necessary, future restrictions could
be framed to protect the State. I can
assure hon. members that the advantages
offered by the Bank have been very great
in the past, and I believe in the future
this measure will become very useful
indeed.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon.A. R. Richardson): Ihave
no intention of prolonging this debate,but
there are two points I should like to
refer to. One is the advance on the three-
quarters basis. I certainly do not like
the look of that very much myself,
but on further consideration I would
point out to hon. members that
the enlarged scope of this Bill includes
not only improvements already made,
but the manager may take security on
other lands besides the land on wbiibh



130 Aqirrcnlf oral Bavnk. [SE BY]WtrS~J

the loan has been raised; that is, hie can
take other lands or tenements as Security
in addition to that subject to the loan.
Another question is that of insurance.
It seemis at the first a very grave
omission, but, on the other hand, a heavy
premiumi has to 1)0 paid by someone.
Why should tile occupanit be protected
f rom blame in ease of fire ? il/hr should
not the Government become their own
underwriters P The question of insur-
ance, althoughi it looks at first sighit
of great magnitude, has really not much
in it.

MR. COOKWORTHY:- During the
recess I had occasion to interview the
Premier with regard to the narrow
restrictions imiposed under the Act. It
is practically impossible for many men to
get an advance. One man in particular
told ine that he built a house, sunkl a well
of fresh water, planted a garden of fruit-
trees, constructed cattle-yards, and made
other improvements, besides having
cleared the ground. This man found out
that all these improvements were not
within the scope of the Bill, and he could
not get an advance fromn the Manager,
although he had miade large improve-
nients. I congratulate the Government
on introducing this measure. I really
think thle benefit of tile enhanced scope
will be very great. Previously, there was
very great difficulty in stocking, for it
costs a good deal of money to build
cattle-yards. althouigh these were not
included as imnprovemients. I think the
amendment will he of great benefit to the
farming class.

THIE PREM1IER (Hon. Sir John
Forrest) :1 beg to move that the Bill be
now real a second timne.

Question put and passed, and the Bill
read a second time.

TH4E PREMIER (Hon. Sir John
Forrest) :1 beg to move that thle House
Shall go into comititee on this Bill
to-morrow.

Agreed to.

At 18 minutes p3ast 6 O'clock, p.m., the

Speaker left the Chair.

At 7.30 p.m., the Speaker resumed tha?
Chair.

COOLOARDIE GOLDFIELDS WATER

SUPPLY LOA.N BILL.

SECOND READING.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir John
Forrest) . 3r. Speakier: Sir,-In rising
to move the second reading of this very
important Bill, I may say that I do so
with a very great amount of pleasure,
but at the same time with a, full sense of
the responsibility that is cast upon tue.
First of all I should like to thank hon,
members of this House who hiave de-
ferred giving an opintion Onl shis-Imatter,
at mly special request, until I had the
opportunity which I have to-igh-t of
placing the whole matter before them.
To the lion. mnember for Perth (Mr'.
Randell) my special thanks are (Inc for
the way in; which lie dealt wvith this
mnatter, and hiis willingness to defer f orm -
ing an opinion upon it until lie had heard
all that the Government had to sa;' in
regard to it. The same obsei'vatioul
applies to many other hion. members of
this House who have Spoken upon the
subject. Of course it is not possible for
the Government to influence lion. inein-
hers in regard to when they shiould speak
upon a measure, hut it seems to tie that
before any extravagant terms are used in
regard to the action of the Government
in bringing in -a Bill of this sort, and
in urginig it upon time coluntry, it is
only i'ight, reasonable, and fair that the
Goverinment should have an oppoi'tunity of
placing their views fully before the House.
Although Ihave intioduced a good many
measiires into th is House d uriii g the last
six years, I have never had a better case
to place before lion. members than 1 have
to-nighbt. If I amn not able to convince
lion, members ais to thle wisdom of thje
policy of the Government in regard to
this measure, it must be due, I am
sure, to my own inadequate advocacy
rather than to the muerits Of the case.
The Government desire tc' give the
fullest information to hon. mnibers
in regard to this matter. We have
no desire to hurry it through the
House. The more it is discussed here
and throughouit the country, the miore
everything in regard to it is investigated,
the better thle Government will hie
pleased.-
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PROPOSE ONLY TO DEAL WITH TUE QUES-
TION FROM A BUSINESS POINT OF VIEW,

I may say at once that I do not
intend to deal with this question of
supplying water- to thle Coolgardie and
Yilgarn goldfields f rom any other point of
view than that of a business one. I
hope to be able before I sit down
to-night-and I amt afraid I will have
to weary lion. memibers to some ex-
tent - to prove that thle work is
necessary, that the scheme proposed by
the Government is the best scheme that
can be adopted, and that the scheme will
pay. If I can show lion. members of
this HEouse, anid the people of this
colony, that these three things are
praven-(1), that the work is necessary ;
(2), that the scheme is the best that can
be framed ; (3), that it will pay-then I
think I have the rightt to expect that
the Government should receive the
support of bo0th sides of the Rouse. First,
then, as to whether this Water supply is
necessary. I do not think it requires
very much argument to prove this point.
No one probably will get up in his place
in this House and say that the water
question is not the great question
that requires solving in regard to
the Coolgardie and Yilgarn gold-
fields. Everyone I think agrees in
reg-ard to this. If anyone, however, has
ainy doubt on this point I should only
wish that hie had travelled as I did over
the Coolgardie goldfields in December
last. There was not sufficient water for
crushing aiiywhere. WVater was beinr5
sold at the condensers at fromn fourpence
to sixpence a gallon. It cost a pound
to water my five horses. I do not know
What small Sumu it Would cost-I can
hardly calculate it-for doing the
samne thing if the scheme we propose
were carried out. It certainly would not
cost more than a6 penny or twopence to
do -what cost a pound in December last.
What did I see during iny visit to those
goldfields in December last? Absence of
water everywhere. I found a numerous
population of hard-working muen, as dirty
as ever they could be. No water to wash
in-scarcely enough to drink. At one
place called Bardoc, I got there early in
the forenoon, and found about fifty men
waiting, at a small inn, aind I
asked if there was any water. They
said that there was not, and that they did

not expect any till evening, when a team
was coming in with water, but -when it
would actually arrive they did not know.
They were in the greatest straits for
want of water to drink. Tile only ines
at work onl the goldfields at that time
were three at Kalgoorlie and one at
Broad Arrow, at a mine called Hill End,
and they scarcely had sufficient Water to go
on with the work onl that mine, which
has turned out some of the richest quartz
in the district. They had to carry salt
water several miles in order to crush with
it, and then could only obtain a
smnall quantity at very great cost.
Things are very little beatter at thle pre-
sent time onl the fields than they were in
December, excepting that there has been
some rainfall, but I have no doubt that
anlyone who visits the Coolgardie goldficlds
in Deceni ber next will find very little differ-
ence as compared with the state of things
I experienced there last year. I will ask
this House if this state of things is to-
continuec. Are the large centres of
Coolgardic and Kalgoorlie to depend on
condensed water at twopence or three-
pence per gallon for everP These two
large towns, if they develop in the way
we all hope to see them develop.
will want at least three-quarters of
a million gallons each for domestic pur-
poses; and if the population we expect
goes Mtre, and the mines prosper, as We
believe they will, how are those three-
quarters of a, million gallons of good
fresh water to be obtained for the towns
of Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie ? Are they
to be obtained by condensing even at a
half-penny a gallon ? IS that to
be thle state of affairs that
is to go onl for ever 0 Is that to be
the permanent water supply for that
country? I hope not. No stock, could be
kept in all that territory in December last.
I did not see a single hoof except it was
round a condenser, or a small number
of Shie kept for killing purposes.
I dlid see, however, and it was painful
to see it, horses left onl the roads tired and
jaded, left to dlie in thle wilderness, and it
was only at the Government tanks, where
the water lasted-and there were
very few of them-that these animals
could get a drink. It was only while there
was water in the Government tanks that
there was any chance of these poor ani-
mals getting a drink, as no one else, ex-
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cept the Government, would give them a
drink for nothing. There were no stock
paddocks-not a single Stock paddock in
all that country ; and if there Lad
been there was no water to sustain
the stock, unless owners were prepared
to pay for water at 4d. or 6d.
a gallon. The stock required for the
meat supply was sent up by rail, as far as
therailwvav ran, andwas killed as quickly as
possible.

INTflRIOR OF COLONY SUBJECT TO
DROUGHTS.

There is no doubt about it-I speak
from experience, and there are other ex-
perienced men in this House who will
support me-that there is in the eastern
portion of this colony, and in Central
Australia generally, a very small and
uncertain rainfall. It is an absolute
certainty that it -is a drouglity country.
We do not want anyone to tell us that.
Those of uo who have lived here, and had
any experience intravelling in theinterior
of Australia, know that as we go to the
eastward, when we get over the coastal
ranges, the rainfall decreases. Even in
our own eastern districts, at our very
doors, we know there is almost
always 10 inches difference in the rainfall
ascomparedwith the rainfall in the Darling
Ranges, and as you go further eastward
we know from experience that the rainfall
is more uncertain and in smaller quan tity.
Some people will say, and have said
whilst this matter has been under discus-
sion, that we can depend upon the rain-
fall in the interior for the water supply
on the goldields. Have wye not had
seven years' experience of Southern Cross
and four years' experience of Coolgardie ?
We know with what result-that there
is not a single drop of f resh water
at Southern Cross unless it is caught
from the heavens, or unless it is
condensed, and if you catch all the rain
it is possible to secure there will not be
nearlyenough. During the sevenyears that
we have known Southern Cross, tbe rain-
fall has not averaged more than five
inches, and we know from experience the
tanks that we have had constructed are
never fulil, thatthoc tank at the " 13 mile "
from Southcrn Cross, which has a
good catchment, has never been half full,
and it has been constructed two or three
years. The tank at New Zealand Gully

has never been half full, and all along the
line, although these tanks have been con-
structed with splendid catchments, in
very few instances have they been alto-
gether full. The average rainfall of the
interior is not likely to exceed five inches.
It is five inches so far as our infor-
mation goes, and it is not likely
year by year to exceed five inches.
[AN HON. MEmBER: It may be less.]
Yes; it may be less at times and it may
be mnore on some few occasions. Of course
thunderstorms will come, but they are
uncertain, and cannot be depended on.
Where are the catchments, and where is
the rain to fill them? What I wish to
say is that there is no certainty, and
that all experience shows that the annual
rainfall you have to depend upon is not
likely to exceed five inches. It is my
opinion, founded on some experience,
that no scheme based on the rainfall in
the interior of Australia can be depended
upon as a perianent water supply for a
large population. I have some experience
of these matters. In 1874 1 crossed f rom
Champion Bay to the overland telegraph
line, from Adelaide to Port Darwin,
and on that route-the lion. mem-
ber for West Kimberley was with me,
and can support what I say-we passed
places which were named as places where
permanent water was to be found. These
were Windich Springs, Weld Springs,
Fort Mieller, Beare's Creek, and Lungley's
Gully, four places where there was run-
ning water. We thought that season
was a very dry one, and de-
clared that these places had per-
manent water, but we have heard
that the beautiful running streams
we saw were dry the year before last, and
that a surveyor who visited Weld Springs
had to dig for water. He found some by
digging. Fort Mfieller, we know, has been
absolutely dry, from the experience of
some explorers who have visited it since
I was there. Beare's Creek, in the
Musgrave Ranges, where we could
hear the hum of running water
half a mile off, has since been
dry, and explorers have had to dig
20 feet, to get a drink. At Lungley's
Gully, a stream that we saw running
between high hills, and which had every
appearance of permanency, has beeni
altogether dry Since. Weneed notgo sofar
into the interior as the places I have been
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speaking of. My friends, the hon.
member for the IDe Grey, and for
Beverley, who have had experience
in the Nor'-West in pastoral pursuits,
and where there are immense pools with
every semblance of permanency-have
they not found them all dry on some oc-
casions ? What about other placesP We
can go to the (iascoyneorelsewhere in this
country, and even in the Northern settled
districts within range of the coastal
rainfall, and what is the evidence? We
find there are droughts, and long
droughts. On a station on the coast,
belonging to my friend the Attorney-
General, only a totalof five inches of rain
fell during five years, or an average of
about one inch a year. So it is wherever
you look,even comparatively-nearthecoast.
WVell, then, if these things have occurred
even close to the sea, how much more will
they occur away in the interior, where
there are no mountain ranges and no
rivers, for it must be always remnem-
bered that there is no river system
in the whole of Central Australia?
Surely these are evidences that the House

\,will not set aside. In 1869, when I
travelled along by Lake Barlee and
Mount Margaret, through country which
has since become famous goldfields, there
were abundance of marsupials in that
country; but where are they now?
When I asked the aboriginals what had
become of the kanearoos and other
marsupials they told me that
drought had killed them all. Soon
after I was in the Coolgardie goldfields,
viz., in January last, every tank belonging
to the Government was dry. There was
not a drop of fresh water throughout the
goldfields in any catchment from the
rainfall, and the people had to depend
upon condensed water for their
sustenance. Notwithstanding all this
knowledge of my own, and the evidence
of others, people who havehad no ex-
perience in these things in this colony have
come to me and propounded schemes,
sayingthey were prepared to raise funds in
the British market to carry out the work
of erecting reservoirs in the interior of
these goldfields, and from those catch-
ments to supply the large and increasing
populations that are going to these fields,
and also to provide the mines with water.
I am not going to be led astray by people
of that sort. I have my own knowledge

and the knowledge of other people, and
I am convinced that any scheme based
upon the rainfall in the Coolgardie gold-
fields is not one that we can place
dependence Upon, but is one that would
probably lead us into great difficulty and
great disaster.

CONSERVATION AS AT PRESENT CARRIED

OUT NOT ECONOMICAL.
There is no doubt whatever that
water for ordinary purposes in
small quantities can be conserved on
the Coolgardie goldfields; but even if
small reservoirs can be built and filled
say once a year-and that is the most that
our experience tells us can be expected-it
is already Clearly shown by the figures I
have before me, and which I will place
before hon. members, that the plan is not
economical, besides being Uncertain.
I will show hon. members how we
arrive at that conclusion. During
1895 tanks were in existence on the
Coolgardie goidfields with a capacity of
twelve million gallons. There were ac-
tually ten million gallons collected in
those tanks, but, after allowing
for evaporation, the cost of providing
this water was about ten shillings per
thousand gallons, that is counting the
interest on the capital cost of the tanks
and sinking fund-4 per cent. altogether
-also the cost of the caretaker, making
little or no provision for maintenance.
TheEngineer-in-Chief sums uip the matter
thus w4ould appear, therefore, that
"water can be supplied, by means
"of the proposed pumping scheme, at
much less cost. per thousand gallons

"thin 'by means of reservoirs of tbe
description herein described, and it
therefore becomes a question as to
whether reservoirs of this description
should continue to be constructed (n-
less for immediately urgent require-
ments) in the localities which would be
supplied by the pumping scheme, to
extent at present contemplated." That

seems to me a rather startling piece of
information, that even if the tanks are
constructed on these goldields, and the
water could be caught, it would cost
three times as much under the present
system to supply the same quantity of
water that is contemplated by the scheme
now proposed by the Government.

MR. ILLING;WORTII: That would be
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the Cost in the first year only.
Tax PREMTIER (Hon. Sir J. For-

rest) : No; the cost every year.
MaR. Gxornx Howjluany tanks?
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. For-

rest): As manny as you like. I do not
inean to say that if the tanks were very
large, and had many millions of gallons
in them, the cost of Supervision would be
proportionally the same, but when you
hiave built the tanks you have to obtain
the water to fill them. When wve have
not been able to fill the tanks we have
to their capacity of twelve millions
of gallons, I think that this clearly
alhows that there is no likelihood
of sufficient water being, obtained fromt
the rainfall, and what can be obtained is
not only expensive but is also a very tin-
certaini supply. A scheme has been brought
before the Government, to sonic extent,
by Air. S. R. Wilson, which the bon. memi-
ber for Gerald ton referred to, and which
has for its catehmeont area the country
sixty odd miles to the north of Meuzies,
the idea is that the reservoir area will
be filled, annually, or two or three
times a. year, I believe, by the rain ; and
that is the schemne which the lion. ini-
ber and those who think With him
would like to see made the scheme for
supplying all those golddields with water.

Maz. SIMPsoN : How do you know it
is ?

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. For-
rest): My idea is that the project is a
foolish one, and based altogether on in
experience.

Ai. Srmrsow: I will back Mr. Wil-
sonl's experience against yours.

THiE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Fo-
rest): T prefer my own opinion in
this ease. I have had more experience
of the interior of Australia.

LIKE1IHOOD OF OBTAINING ARTESIAN

WATER.

Now, sir, the next point I wish
to touch 'upon is the question of
the likelihood of obtaining an
artesian supply of water. That,
of course, is at favorite Scheme with hon.
members, and With the general public.
They all believe that if you bore down
into the bowels of the earth far
enough you will not only get a, sufficient
supply of water, but that it will be
perfectly fresh and good, and that there

will be sufficieut pressure to raise it to the
surface and, therefore could be dis-
tributted at a very smiall cost. Onl this
question I cannot do better than quote the
Engineer-in-Chief, in his own words
Which clearly express my own opinion
and that of the Government:

U1 oming now to the question of
"various possible mecans Of supplying

water for the reqniteinents of the Cool-
"gardie goldfields which have been sag-
"gested other than by surface reservoirs,
"there is thle much. ta]led-of possibility of
"attainig artesian water: concerning
which, however, everyone who has

"studied it, and who can be looked upon
"as in nay way anl authority on the

sujchas given his opinion that it
is in the very last degree improbable.
I think, therefore, that as regards

"artesian water, in the ordinary acepta.-
tion of the term-that is to say, Water
uinder high pressure, which will
cause it to rise to the surface

"or above the surface (anld wvhich, con-
"Seqtently, has4 comle from mountainl
"ranges of considerable height, anld not
"too far distant)-canl safely be left out

" of the question.
"Before leaving6 this Phase. of the

"question, I would 'wish to say that-
"while it has, many times, and by many
"people, been broadly asserted that
"geologists have been more often wrong
"than right in their predictions as to the
"probability, or otherwise, of obtaining
"artesian water, and that, especially in

"the case of the copious and famnous
"artesianl supply in Queenisland, they
"predicted distinctly against the proba-
" bility of it, I have never, myself, been able
" to find any important ease which bears,

out these assertions ; and, as regards
"the case of the Queensland artesian

"basin especially, I am altogether dis-
"inclined to believe the assertion, as it
"seems to mie, fromn geological sections

" which I have seen of the country there,
" that they point in ai mnost distinct
"manner to the very great probability, of
"artesiani water binug found, and also to
"the probability of its being found tinder
"higlihp ress ure. I cannot, therefore, bel ieve

"that even any ordinary layman, having
" the mnos t ru d imen tary knowvledge Of the
"conditions wh ichi govern an artesian
1supply, could have had any doubt as to

"artesian water being likely to be found
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uinder such conditions as the geological
"surveys show to exist in the Queensland
artesiain area ; and, if this would apply
to a layman, it would apply still more

"so to a geologist.
"Taking., again, one more instance,

"viZ, the case Of the artesian water
which has been struck in the vicinityv
of Guildford, I would wish to take this
opportunity'% of mentioning a fact,
which I do not believe is very generally
known, as regards that supply, namlely,
that time undetrtakiiig oft the bore there
by the G'overnment wits chiiefly dues to
the light thrown Upon the conlditions
existing there by Mr. Woodward, the
Government Geologist ofWestern Atis-
trallia, in the year 1891, and to his dis-
tinct opinion that artesian water, tinder

"considerable pressure, was present there.
In this case, too, the geological condi-
tions upon which Mr. Woodward based
his opinion were distinctly less obviously
favorable than those wvhich prevail
in the artesian district of Queensland.

While believing, that artesian
water, in the true sense of the term,

"will never be obtained in the Coolgardie
"district, there are, however, several ex-
"perts who believe that underground
"stores of wvater will be found there:
"most of them probably salt, but some
"of them possibly fresh, or, at ally rate,
drinkable-but which will not pr obably
rise to anyv consideral height, if at all,

'above the level at which they are struck.

E1 n relation to these possible un-
dergrounid stores of water, however.
we have to face the facts-

(a.) That they will only probably
"be found (in large quantities)
"at very great depths.

(b.) That, in order to utilise theni,
they would have to be pumped
from these very great depths.

(C.) That, if they are salt, they
would have to be condensed

"before being of any use for
"human or animal consump-
" tion.

"Tabing, first, in reference to
Iten (a.) above, the question of the
bores necessary to reach Suich waters at
great depth, it is not. I think, generall~y
realised what a lengthl of time it takes
to put down Suich bores; and I

"therefore enclose herewith (vide A ppen-

*"dix A) an extract fromt a news-
"paper showing the timnewhich it took

to put down a bore of this description
"in Queensland (which, by the way,
"never reachied water at all), the rate of

"progress being stated to have been
"unusually rapid ;while the time taken

" to bore 3,000 feet is stated to have been
" two years.

" It is evident, therefore, that even
" the first preliminary part of the busi-

ness, viz., the finding of the water at
depths of 3,OO0ft. or I hereabouts, would
take at long tineI, especially if Several

"Places had to be tried before Suich water
was struck.
" Then. again, as regards Itemll (6.),
it is scarecly necessary to say that any

"pumping which could be dione fromt a,
"depth of anything like 3,OO0ft. through

"all ordinary bore-hole (if practicable at
"all) would be the merest trickle.

"1If, however, it is suggested that,
haiving, found water, we should then put
down a large Shaf t. thronghi wh ich to

"do the pumaping", this shaf t would take
probably Several years to complete.

"Besides this, too, if one is to
"serionsly' contemplate the undertaking of
pumping f rom the bottom of a shaft

"8,OO0ft. deep, it should be bornec in mind
"that the total head to be overcome, be-
"tween a. reser-voir on the Greetuount
"Ranges and the top of Mount Burges
"(including friction head) on thc basis
"of the pumping scheme at present under
"consideration, is only 2,5O5ft. ; and I
"have no doubt whatever, in nit own
mind, that the cost of pumpinig five

"million gallolns daily, againstthis2,505ft.
"in the open, would be much less than
"pumping a similar quantity fromt the
"bottoma of a shaft 3,OO0ft deep.

"Besides this, too, the amount which
such shaft might cost would be
utterly inipossiblie to estimate, fronm

"any data which we have got at present,
bitt it would, most assuredly, be very
large indeed.
'1Over and above all this, also, there

"is the still more serious considera-
tion that it wouild be Utterly impossible

"to ascertai as to what quantity Of
"water there might be in Suich uinder-

"ground reservoir, and consequently as
"to how long it would last, and, it
"might consequently be found, after an
enormious expense hadl been gone to,
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"that it would run dry in a. few weeks
"or months.

"1Such, in fact, has been our expe-
rience in a. great number of eases

"where we have found underground
"reservoirs of water, at depths
of from 100 to 200 feet, and from
whc we have pumped steadily as

"much as from 2,000 to 8,000 gallons a
day, for as long as a. year or two, but

"which evenually susddenly gave out
"(their existence* having probably been
"due to long- ages of accumulation), and
"have never since returned to the conidi-
"tion in which we found them, and some
of them have, in fact, remained appar-

"ently quite dry.
" To adventure hundreds of thou-

"sands of pounds, with the possibility of
"such a result as that, would, I think, be
"altogether unwarrantable.

" Coming now to Item (c.) above,
"it is scarcely necessary to say that if
"the cost of supply ing Water f romu very

deep bores, or shafts, of this deserip-
"tion would probably coinpare unfavor-
"ably (as I believe it would) with the

"cost of supplying water from reservoirs
" in the Greenunount Ranges, the corn-
" parison would be still more unfavorable
"to the bores and shafts alternative, if
"the water obtained therefrom were salt ;
"as it can safely be stated that the cost
"of condensing such salt water (and it is
"very salt indeed) as prevails in the
"Coolgardie district would never be less

"than from £6 to £12 per thousand
"gallons, whereas water could be de-
"livered from the Green mounut Ranges,
"at from 3s. to 6s. per thousand gallons.

"With further reference to the
"idea of procuring a sufficient water
"supply for the Coolgardie Goldfields by

"the aid of bores and shafts, I should
"mention that the mere raising of water
in this way to the surface would be only

"one item in the cost; the lifting of it to
"a further height, in order that it might
"be carried by gravitation over a, raius.
"of 50 miles or so, or (in the absence of
any such convenient height in the
vicinity) the pumping of it directly to

"'the surrounding pilcs, being another
"1very considerable item in the cost."
These words conclusively, in my
opinion and in the opinion of the
Government, de'tl with the question of
sartean water supply, and they show, I

think, how foolish it would be to trust
to any other than the adequate and
certain scheme of the Government, which
is called by the Engineer of Water
Supply on G-oldfields (Mr. Hector),
"the surest, the best, and the mot
economical."

THE SOBHEMS PROPOSED WILL BE A
REPRODUCTIVE WORK.

Having now dealt with two impor-
tant questions as to whether the
work is necessary, and as to the
best scheme, and having, I think,
conclusively shown that the work is
urgent and. necessary, and that the
Government scheme is the only
adequate and certain one, I now
propose to show not only that it is
feasible, buswhat is very much more imin-
portant, that it will pay. The cost of the
works we propose to undertake, as hon.
members are aware, is estimated at
£2,500,000. This is made up as
follows: Pumping eng-ines and sheds,
£200,000; 90,000 tons of pipes, S0ii.
diameter, £1,470,000; carriage of pipes
from Premantle-I do not know whether
they will be made there. Personally, I
hope that the pipes can be made in the
colony as economically as out of it, and
that only the steel will be imported. The
carriage of the pipes from the Port will
cost £140,'000;, laying and jointing,
£220,000; reservoirs, £e300,000; dis-
tributing 12ini. mains 100 miles-from
Mount Burges-170,000; making aL
total capital cost of £2,500,000. I now
come to the amount of the annual work-
ing expense, interest, and sinking fund.
The interest on the capital of £C2,500,000
at 3 per cent, £75,000; sinking fund 3
per cent., £275,000-and here I may
mention that we propose a 3 per cent.
sinking fund in-stead of the ordinary I
per cent.; maintenance, £245,000; cost of
pumping 5,000,000 gallons daily,
£109,000 per aninm, althese calculations
are on a yearhy basis; general adininis-
tration, £216,000 ; making the total
working expenses £320,000. For this
expenditure we will supply 1,82.5 million
gallons of water at a cost of 3s. 6d. per
1,000 gallons.

PRACTICABILITY OP THE SCHtEME.

The practicability of this scheme has
been questioned both inside and outside
this House, in fact, some people have gone
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so far as to say it was a maniacal
project., On t-hat point T will rea
the opinion of the Engineer-in-Chief:-

" As regards the practicability of this
"scheme. there cannot, I think, be
'any reasonable doubt, as it has been al-
"ready declared to be quite practicable
"by many competent engineers,even while
"some of them deprecated it from other
points of view.

"To say, in fact, that it is not
"practicable must surely involve a inis-
"conception of the question, as there are

"few people who do not know of an
"equal quantity of water having been
"pumped through a lesser height, and
"for a shorter length, than is provided

"for in this schemne; and, when it is
"realised that this scheme, although
"probably of larger magnitude than
"others which are within the knowledge
"of most people, is simply a. repetition,

\ several times over, of schemes which ni-e
"fiMin the knowledge of most people,
"it. is difficult to realise how anyone can
"consider it to be impracticable.

"Thus, for instance, if it were pro-
"posed to pump, say. 5,000,000 gallons

"daily to a height of, say, 3001 t., I
"cannot imagine that anj one would
"consider that to be impracticable; and,
"if it is not im practicable to do that once,
"it cannot surely be impracticable to do
"it eight times in succession.

"1As to what is practicable again,
"it may not be out of place to instance a
"fact which is known to many people in
"this Colony, namely, that the dredge

"'Premier' has frequently filled her
",hoppers with 600 tons of sand in 20
"minutes; and, as ithas been found by
-experience that the quantity of sand
"which can thus be pumped is about

"4one-fifth of the accompanying water,
"it follows from this that the pumps
"must be capable of lifting at least 3,000
"tons of water in 20 minutes, which is
equivalent to 9,000 tons of water in an

"hour, or 216,000 tons of water in 24
hours; and, as a ton of water is equal

"to 224 gallons, this would mean
"48,000,000 gallons (or, say, in round
"figures, 50,000,000 gallons) in 24 hours.

" The height to which the water
"is raised by this pump is only about
"10 feet; but, on the other hand,
50,000,000 gallons of water is 10 times

"as much as 5,000,000 gallons of water

"and conseq uently the same power would
"lift .5,000,000 gallons of water per diem

":through a height of 100 feet; and, in
"this case, there is only one pump,
"whereas it is proposed to have several
pumps at each of the 8 or 10

"pumping stations, so that there can
"manifestly be no practical difficulty (by
"the aid of several pumps at each of the
"pumping, stations) in raising 5,000,000
"gallons per diem through the height of
300 feet or so, which wilt interveue
between each pumping station and the

"next one." 1
This opinion, given by the adviser
to the Government, a gentleman
who bases his reputation upon it, seems
to, me to be conclusive evidence-if we
want evidece--that the scheme is prac-
ticable. These words must commend
themselves to everyone here. It is most
simple that if you can raise water so
many feet by a certain force, then by
repeating that force the number of times
required, you can surely raise the water
to the height desired.

ADEQ;UACY OF THE WATER S1UPPLY IN
DARLING RANGES.

There is an important matter which will no
doubt be referred to by hon. members,
as to the extent of the catchment area
on the Greenmount or Darling Raiiges,
and as to the adequacy of the supply
which is to provide the five million gal-
lons of water per day. On this point the
Government obtained the opinion of Mr.
Hodgson, the Engineer for Sewerage and
Water Supply for towns, who says :
"I have no hesitation whatever in saying
that at this stage the Helena River is

"the source upon which our estimates
"should be based. On the Helena I
"have had several sites surveyed, and I
"can with safety recommend one
"situated about five miles south-west
"of Sawyer's Valley. The site is almost
"an ideal one ; the foundations of the
dam site are bed-rock, the valley at

"that point is very narrow, and the
"sides precipitous." I may also inform

hon. members that the concrete dlam,
which would be about 100 feet high and
6,50 feet wide, would back up the water
for se-ven miles, and would impound
about 4,619 million gallons, and the
quantity available, after making a
liberal allowan ce for evaporation, soakage,
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&c., would be .3,330 million gallons, which
would amply provide for the consump-
tioun of 15.000,,00fl gallons per day
throughout the y ear or even nearly
doubl that quantity. In addition
to this reservoir there are plenty of
other catchment areas available, some
large and some small. The height
of the proposed reservoir is 820 feet
above the sea. The water-shied area,
from which the water wvould be obtained,
is 350,000 acres. Assuming that we
have ain absoluiitely certain rainfall of
only 20 inches in the year-of course
it is far more than that, nearly
double in some years paLst - but as-
sumning, for the sake of illustration,
that we have only 20 inches, it is a posi-
tive certainty thait the reservoir would fill1
every year if only 3 per cent, of the raini-
fall found its way into it. In addition to
these advantages the quality of the water
is excellent, and there is practically no
sediment in the catchmnent area, ad no0
danger of pollution. Surely niothing,
could 1)6 more favorable for a catchienat
area than this one, where a two-years'
supply could be impounded in a large
reservoir with a damn only 650 feet
long, with solid rock for the base -and
ends, and I think Mr. Hodgson was per-
fectly correct when lie said that it Was
anl atlnost ideal site, and the best possible
that hie could choose out of dozens which
he has inspected throughout the Darling
Ranges.

AIR. ILLINGWORTH: How many feet
deep would it be?

THE PREMIER: 100 feet, if we want
a two-years' supply. Of course that would
be more than is necessary, but still there
ought to be a sufficient supply for one
and a hialf or two years at least.

CAPITAL COST OF PROPOSED WORKS.

The nest question is as to capital
cost, and upon that point the Engi-
neer-in-Chief says: " As regards the
" estimated capital cost, I believe that
" the works can be carried out for

"thle amount stated." There is no shillv-
sballying about that. The statemient is
inade by the Engineer-in-Chief of the
colony; it is a deliberate statcmnent, and
should carry weight coming from an
officer of the status and experience of
Mr. O'Connor. The Engineer-in-Chief
goes on to say :

"1As regards the pumping en-
"gines. which constitute all important
"item in the estimlate, the amount set
" down for' themn is based upon informa-
"tion specially obtained from England
"for the purpose. ( Vide Appeuvdix D,
"hereunder.)

"As regards a still more impor-
-tant item, mnmly, the pipes (weighing

"about 90,000 tons), the estimiate is stup-
Sported by prices at which Manufacturers
"hare offered to deliver the piping re-

" quired.
"As regards the cost of the reser-
voirs. which is another very important
itmn in the estimate, there is ample

"evidence that, they can. be constructed
"for the amount set down. ( 1ide, iqiter

"alia, Mr. Hodgsoin's memorandum to
" Inc, dated 15th inshint, hereunder, Ap.
" pendix E.)

'As regards the other items in the
" estimate, which are f or works of an or-
"dinary anudeveryv-dayehiaracter,tliere is no
1reason to doubt that thle ordinary prices,

''at which they have been valued, will
be found to be sufficient."

WORKIrNG EXPENSES.

Then, as regards probable working ex-
peinses, the Engineer-in-Chief's opinion is
that:

" As regards the estimated working
"expenses per annum, which include
interest and sinking fund, as well as

"maintenance and cost of pumping, and
"general administration,

"(a.) The amount set down for
" annual interest and sinking
"fund is sufficient to pay in-
" tem-est on capital, and also to
" pay off the said capital in a
"period of about 20 years.

"(b.) The amount set down for
1maintenance is sufficient to
"keep the whole of the works
"and machinery in good going
"order.

(c.) As regards the probable cost
"of pumping, this has been

"deduced from various Well-
-'recognised author-ities Onl the

slject, notabl y, amoingst
others, .Unwin on the De-
ve)OPument and Transnmission-

"of Power,' with dlue allow-
"anco, of course, for the local-
"price of coal, and labor, &c. -
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(d.) As regards the general ad-
ministration, it simply means

"(in view of there being ample
provision for maintenance)

"the collection of the revenue,
"aid the keeping of the

"accounts, and it is believed
"that .5 per cent, on the revenue
"should be ample for that
purpose."

PRICE AT WHICH WATER CAN BlE PRO-

VID ED.

Then, as to the price at wvhich water can
be delivered, the Engineer-in-Chief says:-

"The estimated price at which the
"Watter can be delivered, viz., Ss. 6d. per
" thousand gallonls, is simply an arith-

metrical resultant fromt thle total esti-
"mated working expenses per annum,
"on the basis that five million gallons
"(on the aver-age) will be sold, daily,
"during 365 days in each year; but, as
"regards the 'on the average' element

"in the matter, it is only right to
say that this result would riot accrue

"if the five million gallons per diem failed
"to be sold for several day' s running, as
the estimate only provides for a storage.

"reservoir at Mount Burgos capable of
"holding two or three days' supply.

" It is, however, proposed to keep
all the reservoirs along the pipe line
continuously full by alid of the pump-

"ing main; and this would, to some ex-
"tent, restore tile balance, if the quan-
"tity available failed to be sold for more
"than two or three days at a stretch;
"as the working railways, for instance,

"could then use the wvater out of the
"reservoirs along, the line, instead of
"taking it from the pumping main."

ADVANTAGE OF SCHEME TO WORKING

RAILWAYS.

We come now to a, matter of great
importance-indeed, it is one which
bon. members will no doubt attach great
weight to, and that is the advantage of the
scheme to the working railways. I will
quote what the Eug-ineer-in-Chief says on
this head:-

" As regards thle working r'ailways
eeetin the matter, it is shown, in

"Appendix C bertinhefore referred to,
that the requirements would be about

"200,000 gallons per diem, for eight
"months in the year, and that the say-

"ling which would be attained by ob-

" tamning this supply by the Jlumping
" scheme, instead of, as is done at

present, by hauling it in running tanks,
"would he about £30,000 per- annum."

I maty mention that this £30,000 refers
only to our present requirements, and
not to the f uture. I have not consulted
the Engiiieer-in-Chief or thle General
Traffic Manager c-oncrningthis question,
but, .it my Opinion, the traffic will be in the
f uture-I hope in the near future-
four times ais much as at present, and, if
so, this scheme would Save annually to
tile Traffic Department alone £120,000,
almost sufficient to pay the wvhole of the
interest and Sinking flund oji the pro-
posed loan1. 1 ask lion. nienibrs par-
tictilarly to consider this advantage, as
it is one whichl affects all of us very
closely; for we are now spending3O,000
per annuml for water for ou- railways in
those districts, and as population mncr-eases,
as it Undoubtedly Will, and the demand
iu consequence increasics, the cost of the
water for the railways must. increase in
proportion.
COM1PARISON OF PRESENT AND FUTURE

COST Or WATER.
I will now show that water can be
delivered in the Coolgardie district by
the proposed scheme cheaper than by any
othernmethod weknow of. I will put it in
the words of the Enginte-in-Chief :

"Corning. now, to the question
"as to how the cost of water delivered by
"this pumping scheme to the Coolgardie
"district would compare with the cost of
"water delivered by auty other method, I
find, ats is shown in Appendix F here-
Under, that tile cheapest of all the
water supplies hitherto existing in the
Coolgardie district, viz., the supply

"from reservoirs constructed by the
Government. cost the country (exelu-

"sive of the cost of maintenance of the
"reservoirs themselves, concerning which

I have at the moment no actual data)
at least 8s. 6d. per thousand gallons;

"land, if the maintenance of the reservoirs
" were taken into consideration, it would,
"I hlave no doubt, bring the cost ump to
"folly 10s. per thousand gallons.

" It is m~anifest, therefore, that thle
"pumping scheme would attain a Very

" large reduction onl even the cheapest
"rate at wrhich wvater has hitherto been
"obtainable (and there was, really, in all,
"a very insignificant supply obtaiined at



140 Water Supply.[ASML.WarSppy

"that rate), and, that being so, it is need-
" less to say that the pumped water would
"be enormously cheaper than water oh-
-tamed. fromn any of the other sources of

",supply of which we have any present
"knowledge.

"1As compared with condensed
"water, in fact, as already alluded to,
'Ithe cost of this pumped water would
" be only about half as many shillings
"pet' 1,000 gallons as tile condensed
water costs in pounds per 1,000

"gallons, and often even less than that.
" Looking at the matter from the

-point of view as affecting the whole of
" the community on the Coolgardie gold-
" fields in the future, the difference
"1in the cost at which they could
"obtain the quantity of water absolutely
"necessary for human consumption, by
this pumping proposal, as compared

"with the cost at which they obtain it
"now, is simply marvellous, the figures

"being about as follows:
" That is to say, I have seen it

"stated recently that there are as manmy
"as 40.000 people in the Coolgardie dis-
"triet, and, al though I scarcely think that
"that can be so, it is quite probable that
that number of people may be con-

"gregated there by the end of the three
"years which this pumping scheme

",would take to complete.
"If we assume that each of these

"40,000 people has to pay even as little
"as 6d. a day for water, which would be
"only allowing them from two to three
"gallons per diem, as prevails under
"existing conditions, this would amount,
"for the 365 days in the year. to £9 per,
"annum. for each person, and the total,
"for 40,000 persons, at that rate, would
"be £360,000 per annum, whereas the

"same quantity of water could be at-
" tamned, by proposed pumping scheme,
" for less than 10,000 per annum. It
" is evident, therefore, that if pumping
"1from the Greenmiount Ranges is adopted,
"as compared with any local Source of
"supply that we know of, there would
"be relief to these 40,000 people to the
"extent of £350,000 per annum, whereas
"the whole annual working expenses of
"the pumping scheme would he only
"£320,000 per annum,

1Besides, this, too, there is the
fact that, after all these people had

"been supplied by the pumping scemeie,

"with the same quantity of water which
"they gob before, there would still be
",about 1,750 million gallons of water
"per annum available for other purposes.

" That is to say, the total quantity,
"equivalent to 5,000,000 gallons per day,
for 365 days in the year, being about

"1,800 million gallons per annum, and
"the quantity which would be consumed
"by 40,000 people, under the existing
"conditions, viz., at the rate of, say,

three gallons per head per diem, being
"less than 5 0 million nllons per annumn
"there would, as before stated, be 1,750
"million gallons per annum, out of the
"total of 1,800 million gallons per an-
"num, still available for other purposes,
"and, if the said 1,750 million. gallons of

"water is sold, as it is assumed
"that it will be, for mining and other
" purposes, at the rate of 3s. 6d. per
" thousand gallons, the relief to the
"40,000 people above mentioned, to the
"enormous extent of £350,000 per annum,
"would be attai ned with out any cost to
"the country whatever.

THE TIME THE WORKS WILL TAKE TO

COMPLETE.

The only other question dealt with in
the En gineer-in -Chief's report which I
intend to refer to is that concerning the
time which the workswe propose will take
to complete, That is a mater which. I
feel sure will have due consideration.
The Engineer-in-Chief deals with it as
follows:

"There is, I think, only one more
"point which I need touch upon, viz., as

"to the estimate that the work can be
completed in three years, concerning
"wh ich I have to State as f ollows:-

" (a.) We have been assured by steel
"1pipe manufacturers that the
"(whole of the pipes required
"1coulld be made in two years.

"(b.) If the delivery of these pipes
"were commenced within even
"six months of the date of the
"work bein2 authorised, and
"completed in 30 months from
"same, they could, I have
"no doubt, be all laid within
"the three years.

"(c.) If, again, the excavation of
" the pipe trench were started
"almost immediately after the
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" work was authorised (as it
"could be) there is no reason
"that I know of why it could
"not be kept well ahead of the
"pipe-laying, and consequently
"also completed within the three
years.

",(dt.) As regards the pumping en-
" ,gines and sheds for same, there
" is no reason at all that I know
" of why they could not be
" procured and erected and con-
"structed, respectively, within,
three years.

(e.) As regards the reservoir, or
dreservoirs, they would, no
"doubt, have to be designed

" with great promptitude, and
" put in hand as soon as pos-
" sible, in order to he completed
"1within three years, but there
"is no reason that I know of
"why they should not be corn-
"pleted within that time."

I have now dealt with the evidence sup-
plied by the Engineer-in-Chief and other
officers in regard to this scheme, and
hon. members will not only be able to
judge from what I have read, but will
also have the opportunity of reading and
considering it themselves.

WHAT WILL 139 DONE WTH THE WATER
AFTER IT REACHES MOUNT EURGES.

There is another point which has been
raised-I do not know -whether by mem-
bers or not-but it has found its way
into the press and into the opinions
of the people outside-and that is the
question of what will he done with the
water when it reaches Mount Burges.
As I have already said, provision is
made in these estimates for retieulation
from Yount Burges for 100 miles by a
l2in. pipe.

MR. MORNn What centres do you pro-
pose to serve ?

THEx PREMIER (Hon. Sir John
Forrest): No doubt Coolgardie and
Kalgoorlie will he two of the centres,
and I think I may venture to say that
the supply will be served to a good
many other places. I think I have now
got over that part of my duty which
consists of quoting the opinions of
others and reading extracts. In my
opinion, the authorities I hiave quoted

prove thowbole ease in favor of the Govern-
ment scheme. One very important con-
sideration is that, when we get the water
to the summit of Mount Burges, it will
naturally gravitate all over the Cool-
gardie goldfields, and the cost will
be small, as by gravitation the cost
of pumping will be saved. Mount
Burges is 416 feet above the town of
Coolgardie, 590 feet above the town of
Kalgoorlie, and 420 feet above the town
of Menzies. It dominates the whole
country, and it seems to have been placed
there by a, wise Providence for thepurpose
of distributing water over these immense
auriferous bitt waterless regions. I
think that it is a very important
element in this matter that when you get
the supply to the summit of Mount
Burges there is no more trouble to dis-
tribute it, not only to Coolgardie, Kal-
goorlie, anad Kanowna, hut also to
Menzies, &c.

INFLUENCE OP THE PRtOPOSED WORK

ON THE COLONY.

Having now, su-, deat with the
detaLils of this scheme, I propose to
refer to the influence it would have on
the colony, and how it would affect its
indebtedneoss and welfare. This loan
would not he like an ordinary loan. As
a rule, when we construct railways,
buildings, or other public works, we have
to wait some time before they are re-
produtctive-in fact we know that in
many cases they will not be reproductive
for along time. In others-for instance,
rail ways- I have been accustomed to sa~y
that if they pay within five years I
shall be satisfied. But in this scheme
the works would pay interest, working
expenses, maintenance, and sinking fund
from the day they were completed, and
therefore I think it cannot be looked
upon in the same light as the ordinary
loan which we float for the construction
of works the success of which is Some-
timues more or less uncertain, although
our experience has fortunately been that
they have proved generally reproductive. I
would like bon. members to consider, in
thinking over this large scheme designed to
benefit these auriferous areas from whvich
we are receiving and have received so much
benefit, what these goldfields are doing
for the colony. It has be-en said that
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British and foreign capital to the amount
of between 50 and 60 million pounds
has 'been invested in this country. I amt
n~ot so foolish as to think- that all -this
money has found its way to this colony.
It is not likely it would, but I
do think- that the British investors
who have put their capital into these
ines aire looking for a return for their

mnoney, and 1 sincerely trust they will got
a good return. What is goiiig on at
present at Perth and Freman tie ?
I can speak for Perth, for be-
fore my eyes every day it is being
rebuilt, and I ha~ve no doubt, to some
extent the town of Fremantle is
also being rebuilt. What is the reason of
the large increase in populttion, in the
revenue and the general prosperity P
It is not due to the three million
pounds' wor th of gold that have been ob-
tained from the goldfields of this colony,
but to the British capital that has been
invested in this colour. I wish everyone
in this colony to remember that It is
British and foreign capital that has in-
creased their population. made our rail-
ways paty, provided makets for our pro-
duce, and which has enabled the Go-
vernment to build that work which
is designed to give a. commodious harbor
to the chief port of the colony, at Fre-
mantle. The hon. tuember for Nannine,
in speakinag on the Address-in-Repl~y
the other evening, maile use of an apt
and appropriate phrase when hie said "W Ve
have arrived at the " parting of the
Na."' We are at the " partingo of the
ways " to-day. Not, perhaps, in the
sense that the hon. miember intendedI
to ;ontvey. The investors are deniand-
ing a. return for their muoney, and it
is quite possiblefor uts to give it to
them. But, while the gold is there in
abundance-and no one has evorsaid to the
contrary-they cannot extrac(t it Without
water. I have met hundreds of people
-men who have practical experience,
and wbo have visited our goldfields-and
they are all unanimous in statingc that
the gold is there ini abundance. I think it
is a niost satisfactory thing that all these
experts f rom all parts of the world shou ld
agree in this belief, which I ami sure is
also shared by lion. members in this
House; but all these people have also told
me that the one great difficulty in ex-
tracting the gold was the scarcity of

water. The hion. memiber for West
Kimberley, who has just returned from
England. was interviewed by a reporter
froni one of the dlaily papers the other
evening before lie had had an opportunity
of discussing the question with moe, and
on Monday morning the first thing I saw
was that, on being asked his opinion of
the proposals of the Government to
supply the Coolgardie goldfields with
water, 'he said :- " Certain details
"of it, as foreshadowed by the Frem-
"ier in his speech at the Coolgardie
"banquet, were cabled to the London
"Times, and aroused great interest. AUl
"the London people interested in Western
"Australia look forward eagerly to the
"Government undertaking, the work.
"They regard it as the one thing neces-
"sari' to makce our mines equal to those
"in South Africa. I may say, however,
"that if the Government was not pre-
"pared to supply the fields with water,
"and would grant the necessary eon-
"cessions to a private company, there
"would not be the sligh test difficulty in

"lraising the capital. It is regarded as
impossible that each mine should find

"its owl) water supply, and theref ore
some big scheme -whether provided by

"the Government or by private enterprise
"matters little-is an absolute necessity.
"Until there is seine ctrtaiinky of- such
"a scheme. being undertaken, I don't think
"that Capital will flow into the colonyv
"as freely as it has done in the past. I

"was very much struck with the confi-
"dence which the London people have in
"our inines. Many South African
"dealers have lately come into the West-
"rn Australian miarket, and it only needs
"an assurance as to a speedy and suffi-
"cient water supply, and sonmc more good
"erushings, to send things along briskly."

That is the opinion of the hion, member
straight from London, and when lie has
the opportunity of addressing this House,
he will, I have no doubt, be able to tell us
more about this miatter. But it is impor-
tant that peoplewhoha-ve invested so munch
money, and to whom our prosperity is to
a very large extent due, should have ex-
pressed such a strong opinion on the
water question, and should be entirely in
accord with the Government as to the
necessity for this work. It is evident
that the capitalist is willing to continue
to invest money, provided the Govern-
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mont devise means for supplying water
to the goldfields. TIn our opinion the
wvater must be supplijediireitl-
(10 notthiinkthiatanviniemblers of thislouse
will question that-or difficulties, great
difficulties, will most assUredly come upon
us. The Government can see only two
ways of dealing with this matter. One is
that the work should be undertaken by the
Government in the manner proposed, and
the other that it should be given over
to private enterprise. Thme work is
absolutely necessary if we intend to keep
this colony in its prCeent career of pro-
gress, and in our opinion there arc only
two ways-the Government scheme, or
else to hland the whole thing over tn priv~ate
enterprise. In our opinion it is perf ectly
clear that there is only one perfectly
certain safe source of' water supply for
these goldfields, and that is the supply
from the coastal ranges.

THE LOAN WOULD NOT BE A BURDEN ON

THE WHOLE PEOPLE.

I have already referred to a phase
of the question to which I will
againl refer, and that is that the loan will
notbe a burden oin the peopleof the colony.
I want to impress that on everyone in this
House and out of it. It would be no
burden upon the people of thle colony
any more than at self supporting concern
is a. burden onl a private individual. Her(.
we have a p~roject which wvill pay interest,
working exp)enses, maintenance,and sink-
ing fund, and this beingi so, how can it
be considered ais a burden Upon the
people of the colony ? We know very
well that there are many men in this
colony who have immense liabilities, but
who alSO have imimense assets, and yet
who figure in the eyes of their fellows as
wealthy meon. This scheme canl only be
a burden upon the people of the coliony
if the work is a failure, but the Govern-
ment see no chance of that. The
p)eople who use the water will Bay
for eveirything in connection with the
work. I repeat that it is ain absolute
certainty that it must succeed, and that
it will be reproductive from the day that
it is finishied, because the people who use
the water will pay not only interest on
construction, but the up-keep and main-
tenance. To state the idea more clearly,
I will take the case of the Fremnantle
harbor works, which ar, ait present a

burmden 111)01 vei-voume in the colony, for
they have cost about £8 per head of the
population, and before they are finished
Will cost at good deal more. When they
are finished, as we all hope they will be
in a few' Years, they May be a paying
concern-but whether they pay or not.
they are a necessity, a great
national work, and must be car-ried
out. But here wve have a work which,
while it will benefit the wvhole of the
colony, thle people generally will not
have to pay for it. InI this caSe the people
onl the goldfields, who use the water will
have to pay for thme whole woirk as well
as upkeep, interest, and Sinking fulld.
With this scheme, too, we arc going t-o
have at 3 per cent. sinkingr fll(], and in
about 22 years the principal will be repaid
by tme sinking fund.

INDEBTEDNESS OP THlE COLONY.

Seeing that this is going to be a
reproductive work, I see little reason
to consider the question of indebted-
Bess. Still I can easily prove that
it will not affect the indebtedness of
the colony unless the scheme does not
pny, which, in my opiljion. is impossible.
Our present indebtedness in round
numbers is 4!. millions, and( our popula-
tion is something like 123,000. It has
inereased by 83,000 during the past 12
months-a very great and agreeable fact
-and if during tile next three years it
increases the sameP, which I do not think
is an extravagant estimate, thle population
will be nearly a quarter of a million.
I see no reason why it should not. I see
Io reason whatovor why thle population
should not increase mo~re quickly than,
during the last 12 months ;and, if that is
the cae, we can afford to borrow during
the next three years about four millions
of money, and yet notnmaterially alter our
indebtedness fr-om its pr-esent amount of
£37 per head. I say, again that, if our
population increases during the next three
years to the same extent only as it has
increased during the past year, our popu-
lation will then have reached nearly a
quarter of a million, and we will be able
to borrow about four millions without

-materially increasing our indebtedness.

INDEBTEDNESS OF AUSTRALIA.

In comnparin,, our position with that of
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other coloniesof Australia-of course we
should not judge altogether asto whethera
colony is prosperous or not by the comn-
parative aniount of its indebtedness, for
we know tbat some colonies which have a
large indebtedness per head are yet more
prosperous than others which have a
smaller indebtedness - I find that
South Australia at present has a debt
of about £64 per bead of population,
Queensland has a debt of about £26? per
headl, New South Wales about
£67 per head, Tasmania about
£50 pcr head, Victoria about
£41 per head, and Western Australia
£37 per head. There is little, therefore,
to fear on the score of our indebtedness
in reference to this scheme, especially
when the works we propose to construct
will be reproductive, and will pay from
the day they are completed. Our revenue
for the past 12 months ended 30th
June was £21,868,694, and our indebted
ness is as I said, £237 per head, as
compared with £48 per head for the
whole of Australia. Our public debt on
the 30th June last was four and a half
millions, and it is important to observe
that this is only two and a half times our
annual revenue, as against the public
debt of the whole of Australia, which is
seven times its annual revenue. The
public debt of the Australian colonies is
about 170 millions, the annual revenue of
the Australian colonies isabout 24millions,
and, as I said, there is an indebtedness
of £948 per head of population as against
our £37 per head. If we compare the
position of this colony as shown by these
figures, I think there is great cause for
satisfaction in our present financiall
position.

THE ADEQUACY OP THE PROPOSED WATER
SUPPLY, AND WHAT IT WILL DO. .1

I now come to a very important matter-
one that has been touched on by the bon.
member for Nannine, and which I have
very great pleasure in dealing witha-and
that is the question of the adequacy of
the Government scheme for supplying
the Coolgardie goldfields with water. I

msay hsshm is fully adequate for
tepresent, and I will prove it.

What will this supply of five nililion g-allons
a day of good water du ? When I have
finished what I have to say on this point,
I think the facts will make hon, members

think seriously before they oppose
the Government proposals. This scheme
will supply abundance of water to
the people of the Ooolgardie gold-
fields, and at the cheap rate of 3a. 6id. per
thousand gallons. I will say, for
argument's sake, that two mil-
lion gallons will be used for
domestic purposes, and that ought
to be Sufficient to supply the wants
of from 70,000 to 100,000 people. Hon.
members can judge for themselves of th at/
as well as I can ; but, generally, I havye
understood that 30 gallons a day per
bead is a liberal allowance in a large
city ; but, be that as it may, it is a very
liberal allowance as compared with two or
three gallons a day that these people
have to put up with now. Two
million gallons will be, as I believe, ade-
quate for from 70,000 to 100,000 people,
and there will then be three millions of
gallons a, day remaining for mining pur-
poses. These three million gallons a day
will keep 300 batteries going, each battery
having, 20 head of stampers. I
have it on the authority of one of the
leading mine managers, Mr. Harper,
who was manager of Fri6Wr Gola-
tniif Company at Southernf Cross, and
who is now manager of the Mount Robin-
son mine, near Xanowna, that 10,000
gallons of water is sufficient to kep, a
20'lieal battery going for 24 hours, a,
if the quartz is clean, he told mne that
6,000 gallons will do it. He also in.
fo 'rmed me that a battery of 20 stampers
would crush 40 tons of ore in 24
hours. Therefore, each of these 300 bat-
teries could crush 40 tons a day, and if
they worked 300 out of the 365 days in
a year, going night and day, they
could crush in a year 3,600,000
tons of ore. [MR. SIMPSON; That
would be a bad thing for some of
them.] Supposing the yield of that ore
to be only half an ounce to the ton-
and, as we al know, people won't look
at half an ounce or one-ounce stuff up
there at present, for they want 3, 4, or
5 ounces to the ton-at half an ounce to
the ton the output would be wortb about
seven millions sterling a year; whereas, if
it were one-ounce stone the output
would be worth fourteen millions
sterling a year. If these figures
are anything near the mark, if
they are anything like correct this
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colony would soon p~roduce mnore gold
from the Coolgardie goldfields
than is produced from all other
parts of the British Empire put
together. The far-famned Transvaal
raised in 1894 only between seven and
eight millions sterling of gold ; and here,
by mecans of this water scheme-if the
gold is there, and everyone who has been
there tells us it is; indeed, I have seen
it for myself, and believe the auriferous
deposits extend over an immense area of
that countr y - besides the two
million gallons for domestic consump-
tion, this supply will keep all these ba,-t-
teries going, and if they put through only
half-ounce stuff the output from these
goldfields alone Would be seven millions
worth of gold per annum. Each battery
would only have to pay £l525 for
the three miillion gallons of water used
each year, which would probably be not
more than 1 per cent., certainly not more
than 2 pe r cent., of the value of the
gold obtained. Surely these are startling
facts, which ought to make the people of
this colony and the members of this
House think for a moment in regard to
what this scheme is capalble of doing. Can
any results such as these be placed before
lion. miembers in regard to any other
scheme? If they can lie, then I hope
the hon. mnember for Nanniuc, or some-
one else, will place them before us, and
let us have the advantage of considering
them and j adging- of them. These
moderate figures I have placed before
you should dissipate all doubt as to the
wisdom of this great project, and should
surelyv raise enthiusiasm in hon. members.
I should say, also, that it should raise
enthusiasm among the people of the
country.

THlE COUNTRY BETWEEN NORTHAM AND

COOLGARDIE WILL BE ALL OCCUPIED.

Now, besides all the benefits and
advantag-es I have already referred
to, there is another advantage in this
scheme, and I ami surIe I will not
appeal in vain to those lion, members
of this House who have travelled
through the interior of this Colony, and
have bad some experience of the dry' ness
of the country through which they have
passed. This scheme will transform

I the country between Northam and
Coolgardie, and will really add a new
province to this colony. What is that
country now? As soon as you leave
Northamn you pass through a favored spot
-the Meckering area-so often men.
tioned by miy lion, friend the member for
Northamn; but after passing that
place, with the exception of one or
two small spots near Moranopping,
what do you seeP A wilderness; an
Unoccupied waste all the way from
Meclcering to Coolgardie, to Menzies,
to Niagara-indeed, as far as you go what
do you find ? A waterless waste. But if
this scheme is carried out, sonic portion of
that country will be occupied in a short
time. The best portions of that country
Will be ringbarked and occupied by
graziers, and in some instances probably
by farmers. The water will be a boon
wherever it goes. [AN HON. MEnar!
What about irrigation?] I said nothing
about irrigation. I said the country
would be stocked, and would probably to
some extent be farmed in good seasons.
It would be all improved, and water
would be supplied to the people settled
on it. Nothing miore would 1)0 required
to supply that water than a meter, a
trough, and a tap. That country' is
capable of growing grass and keeping
stock, if water is mnade available, but
in its present state it is absolutely worth-
leas. There are also the Southern Cross
wines, which Would be supplied with this
water; and what a terrible experience we
have had there, for no fresh water has
been found there during the last seven
years! I know of one mine that has
scarcely worked for years because of the
want of water. We would supply all
those mines with water; the country
would be occupied, so that Southern
Cross would become one of our busy
mining centres. We would be able to
supply water by this scheme to
the towns of Newcastle, York, and
Northam by gravitation from Mount
Baker, which is much higher than
those towns are; and from it they
could be supplied with water for domestic

purposes.,

PRIVATE ENTERPRISE.

I now come to another point that
I wish to place before hon. members,
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and that is the question of private
enterprise. I have told you that, tuless
this project is to be carried out as a
Government work, the alternative is that
we 'must band it over to private enter-
prise, because the work must be done.
We have heard a great deal in this
House at one time or another about
private enterprise. Tf le hon. member for
Nannine when lie first came into theflouse
was an advocate for private enterprise.
He wanted a railway built to Cue by
private euterprise, also a railway to
Coolgardie by private enterprise. [MR.
ILLINGWORTHL You won'tfindtbatiu Han-
sard.] If my memory does not lead tile
astray, I heard the hion. miember say in
this House that private persona should
be allowed to build those railwayvs. I
refer the hon. member to his
speech in Hawsard on the Loan Bill
1894, and he will find that I
am absolutely correct. The bon.
member for Geraldton, during this
session, has told us that this work
of supplying the goldfields with water
should be left to private enterprise, anti
that he knew of good men who were
willing to take this matter uip. I
stand here to-night opposed to private
enterprise in regard to this great work.
I am opposed to hauding over this great
enterprise-for it isa% great enterprise-
to private persons; even to those good
nien who seeni to be specially represented
by the lion, member for Geraldton. I am
not, however, opposed to minor works
being undertaken by private enterprise,
but I amn opposed to a great project like
this. which would mean the necessities,
the conveniences, and even the lives of
people on these goldfields being
handed over to private control. I
am opposed to that altogether.
The hon. member for Geraldton referred
the other evening to the Government
having made promises to people to do
this work, and then coming forward and
cutting the ground from under their feet
by unldertaking the work themselves
after such promise had been given.
I deny such Statement altogether
We made no promise to anyone;
and to show that this is so, I will read
the only letter written on the subject,
which was a letter to 31r. S. Rt. Wilson.
On the 3rd June he was written to by the
Under-Secretary as follows:-

"Under-Secretary,
"To S Rt. WILSON, Esq.,

"Weld Club,
"1Perth.

Sir,-1. I have the honor to at-
"knowledge the receipt of your letters of
"the 26th and 29th of May, asking for
"an assurance from the Government that
"any Bill you might introduce into Par-
"liament, having for its object thle con-
"servation of water for the Coolgardie

-goldfields, would receive the favorable
consideration of the Government.
"2. In reply, I am directed to inform you

"that the data which you have so far
"submitted are insufficient to enable
"any accurate opinion to bea formed
"als to thle success of the undertaking,
"especially in regard to the supply being
"certain and adequate, and that until
"much more complete data are obtained
"the Government must decline to make
"itself in any way a party to the scheme,

",by any covenaiit or promise of any
"kind.

" 3. The Government has, however, no
wish to oppose any private Bill being

"introduced by you or amiy other person
"or companlyfor tliepurpose above-named,
"provided no monopoly is granted, and
that it contains the safeguards which

"the Government mazy consider necessary
"in a work of the character contein-
" plated.

"4. 1 am directed, however, to dis-
" tinetly remind you that thle Govern-
"ment has in contemplation a scheme for
"supplyng water for the whole of the

"1requirements of the Coolgardie gold-
"fields by pumping from reservoirs to
"be constructed in the Darling Ranges,
"and that any works that you may con-
"struct Cannot be allowed to interfere
-with any project which the Govern-
ment may now or hereafter consider
to be desirable in the public interest.

"I have the honor, etc.,
"(Sd.) OCT. BURT,

1Under-Secretary."
Is there any promise of any kind in that
letter? Is there any misleading of any-
one in that letter? The lion, member, in
saying we made a promise, has got his
facts wrong, as usual. I ama not pre-
pared, and I do not believe the people
of this colony, are prepared to plate
in the hands of private persons a

Igreat project like this in order that the
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lion. mnember for Geraldtan. or an Y of
his friends, may carry out- iwhenis of
their own for nuiking a profit. In
the last session, on the 10th October, 1895,
mny friend the lion. member for Beverley,
moved a. resolution in this House, which
I will read to lion. iriembors. it
shows clearly the tr-end of his thoughts
at that time, and although tine motion
was not carried, it had this effect, that
whereas in the 'Bill we brought forward
there wvas a provision for granting a
licence to anyone for supplying water to
the goldfields, which licence was to he per-
missive in every' respect, the Bill was
amended in Conunittee so as to limit thle
licence to projects of a minor character
on the goldfields_ The lion. member for
Beverley's miotion was as follows :

" That in the opinion of this House the
"question of a water supply for the east-
ern goldficlds is one of extreme import-
"ance, and that the interests involved are
"so enormous that the Government
"should at once examine into the feasi-
"bility of pumping wvater front the mnost
"accessible spot, and prelpare all estimates
"of cost and working expenses of the
same, with a view of its being under-
takien by the State."

Thatt was the hion. miember's proposition,
which, as I said, had the effect hie in-
tended. The fuel ing of thiis Hfouse atthat
time was distinctly against handing over
the water supply for the Ooolgartlie
goldfields to Private Speculators, and
the Bill was made clear on that
point. 'While, therefore, the Govern-
mnent is carrying out its own views
in regard to this matter, it is also
carrying out exactly the views expressed
in this H-ouse, for the House practically
decided, last session, not to allow private
enterprise to have the control of this
scheme. The House declined to hiand over
this great national work to a private
company. I will ask this House
agan and will ask the people of
this colony, whether this great nuri-
ferous Country that We hlave to the
eastward shall be handed over to private
speculators, to provide a, water supply;
whether we sha1ll1 hand Over that great
work to a pack of speculators, who can-
not mianage it as well or as cheaply

as wecnn.Have wve not had enough
of these promoters offering to do
our public works yet in this

counitry ? (MR. SIMPSON : No.] The
experience I have had with such per-sonls
ha8 all been unsatisfactory. I never had
any good experience iii connection with

Itheir p~rojects. The're is one that we
will perhaps have to deal with in a few
days ; one of these projects which has
been carried out by private enterprise,
and which the Government will now be
aisked to buy tip in the interests of the
people. That is what it comnes to
in the end. The Midland Railway,
also the Great Southern Railway, are not
giving that satisfaction which the people
of this colony were led to expect;
and do you wanst mnore of these
private projects ? These promoters
make plenty, of promises when
they come before you. They profess
they will do anything, and sometimes
they do make a start; but after making
a start they often get into difficulties
and have to come to the Government
for assistance. D elay ensues. There is
then perhaps a reconstruction, then ob-
struction. then threats to injure the

Icredit of the colony, and the last act of
the play is that we have to buy them
out. [Aft. GEoRGES: Who makes
the agreement?] I do not care who

Imakes the agreement. Agreements are
of no avail in Suchl cases. You were
told by the lion. memnbe~r for Gerald-
ton that some mining experts-and
hoe named one friend of muine-had
expressed opinions adverse to theGovern-

I nent scheme; hut what do they propose
in place of it? Nothing. They propose
to wait upon rrovidence, trusting to the
rainfall. They propose to trust to boring
in the earth, and to ninny other things ;

i but 1 have an idea that those gentlemen
as a rule are interested in or have
a little project of their own to carry out,
which thiis schemneof the Govern inent. willI
interfere with. Well, if they have,
I cannot help it, and do not
care a straw wvhat they say. I am not
here as an advocate of private enterprise
for- a great project like thjis,. I am here
not only as the advocate for the peopleof
Coolgard ie, but for the people of the whole
colony. We had a curious spectacle
during the debate on the Address-in-
Reply. We had the hon. member
for Nannine and the hon. member for
Geraldton - the so-called friends of
the goldflelds and of the working
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man - opposing this great wvork.
I am not much surprised. I think they
have generally been in this House the
advocates of the private speculator, as
well aIs the opponents of the Govern-
ment.

SOME REMARKS ON PRESENT TAXATION.

We have heard a good deal about high
prices, and the cost of living in this
colony, and especially on the gold-
fields. We have been -told that taxation
munst be reduced, in order that people
may be able to live in comfort. But
what does all this taxation amount to?
To £6 a head only; and what is that as
compared with the taxation that people
on the goldfields have to pay for water ?
At present, a man has to pay £.10 to £20
a year for three gallons of water a
day, whereas under this schemne hle
will have to pay for the same quantity
only about 39. 6d. That is the position
of affairs-Ss. 6d. will then buy as much
water as £10 to £20 will buy underexisting
circumistances.

REASON WHYT MEN HAVING FAMILIES

DO NO0T BIRING THEM HERE.
There is another important point I
want to touch upon, and that is the
reason why mnen. hesitate, and rightly
so, to bring their families from the
land they have left to the laud they
have conic to. It is said this is because
the cost of living is so high here. Well,
if that be the reason, wvhat mlakes the cost
of living onl the goldfields. so great
but the cost of water ? H-ow is
it that ina are leaving their wives
and famnilies in other parts of Australia,
and are living lonely, comfortless
lives on the goldfields? As I have
said, if they brought their famnilies
here, they could not afford to Supply
them with water on the goldfields,
and they would have to keep theta there
in dirt, instead of in comfort.

POST-OFFICE ORDERS SENT TO EASTERN
COLONIES.

There is another very serious question
in regard to the large number of people
who are here Seeking their fortunes,
and trying to build up this great
colony, and are living lonely and com-
fortless lives onl the goldfields. For
the last four months the average
amount sent to the Australian

colonies fromn persons in this colony,
through the post-office, has been £50,000
a muonth, and the ailount is increaswing.
The anountfor June last was £62,148, or
somnething li keat the rate- of three-quarters
of a million a year sent away, mainly, no
doubt, for the Support of the wives and
the families of men who have conic to
this colony. rThis largo amiount, I may
mnrtion, is exclusive of sumis that are
sent through the banks, no doubt by
persons in a better financ;ial position.
Is this not a, miatter of mioment ? Is it
not a matter that requires the attention
of every member of this House, of every
one who takes an interest in this coun-
tryP Should we not try our best to devise
Some means of alterinig this state of
things ? I hope that hon. members will
take especial notice of this very important
fact, one which I regret very much to
have to mention, but it seemns to ine that
it is mly duty to do so.
PROPOSA.LS WILL G;IVE ENCOURAGEMENT

TO INVESTORS.

In bringing this question before
the House, I would Like to ask
hon. memibers what will be the result
of this policy to those who have
invested and taken an interest in our
minesP Will it not grive fresh hope and
confidence to the investors and show that
the people of this colony, and the Govern-
mnent, and the Parliamtlu of this country,
are ablive to the pressing necessity of pro-
fiie water for the Coolgardie gold-

fild 9Will it not show We have faith
in the mines ourselves, and that whi1le
they invest their capital we also are
w illi ng to inrvest the m noney of the country
in providing a permanent water supply'?

EXPORT OF GOLD.

There is another fact that I think, I ought
to bring before hion. mnembers. It is an
important one, and mnust be told,
that the output of gold for the last
twelve months is slightly less than it was
for the twelve mionths preceding. There
is no doubt that this is dlue to the falling-
off in the quantity of alluvial gold ob-
tained, hut people in other place!s will
not look behind the fact that the gold
exported lip to the 30th June, 18.96.
was of the value of £895,185, as against
£910,456 for the year before. [MR.
MORAN: The battery gold has mnuch
increased.] tL is satisfactory that, dur-
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ing, the last month, the returns have
increased. It is of course weln known to is
in this Colony that the batteries
are only) just beginning to work, but how
will the people in London and the foreign
investors look at it? What did the hon.
member for West Kimberley write to
tile in regard to the effect the
reduced returns for the month
of April had in London? He said ithbad
a very adverse influence Upon the Lion-
don niarket. I am glad to say that the re-
turtis for June are more satisfactory, lt
there is still the fact that we did not pro-
duce, qittas much gold lastyearas we did
the year before. I am suretliat it is only
the want of water that is keeping back
the output of gold from the fioolgardie
goldflelds. Instead of there being an
export of gold to the value of a million
for the whole of Western Australia, if
the fields had plenty of water, I should
not be surprised if five millions of gold
were exported, or even seven, as I said
before; from the Coolgardie fields alone

MlORE REASONS WHY THIS WORK SHOULD
BE UNDERTAKEN.

The permanent supply of Witter would
also give confidence to British and foreign
investors in our mnines. Now isour chance;
will we take it or will we cast it aside ?
There is cheap mnoney, there never Was a
timnewhen money was so cheap. No other
Autstralian colony has been able to raise
mnoney at aseheapa rate as we bavedone.
We have cheap money, good credit, and,
what is mnore, the eyes of the world
are upon uts. Are we to sit here
and do nothing Under these favorable
circumstances? It would be Unwise
when we have the opportunity to
throw it away, when we have the
opportunity of providing the goldfields
with the one thing needful to make thorn
still more prosperous. And we should
always remember that the project which
Tam plating before you will not only doall
this good, but will pay from the day
the work is constructed. It will pay
not only the interest, but it will provide
a sinking fund and the cost of main-
tenance. Why, then, should we hesi-
tate?' It will also drive away sick-
ness, I am sure. When we see
so much sick-ness, so mnany valuable
lives lost on the fields, I believe that
it is due mainly to the want

of water, and it is our ditty to
make things better for them. A
plentiful and permanent water supply
will drive away sickness-it will
make Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie like
other cities of the world, which they
can never be unless such a scheme as
this is cariried out. As I said before,
the scheme will bring the land under
subjection from Northanm to Coolgardlie.
I do not suppose that it wiill ever he very
thickly populated, the rainfall is so un-
certain. hut, tile land is good
in many places. It canl be utilised
for stock , and in good seasons
to some extent for farming. At
any rate, the land will be capable of
carrying stock when water is provided
for them, and a new area, of occupation
will thus be added to the colony.

SOME OPPONENTS OF THE SCHEME.

I think I said the chief opponents
were those who have at little
water scheme of their own to
promote. However that may be,
there are other opponents, there are other
good honest mnen in this country who are
opponents. They are timid ad afraid.
They have not been accustomed
to grreat projects. I find no fault
withf these people, ais I know
them' to be honorably inclined, but it
Seems to mie that if they had had their
way during the last six rears, since the
introduction of Responsible Government,
thle colony would not be in the position it
is in to-day. To these good mnen
who are my friends, I say we are not
afraid. The members of the Govern-
nient and the supporters of the Govern-
ment are not adventurers, we have some-
thing to lose, and we believe that this is
a great and urgent work, and we also be-
lieve that it will pay. I will ask lion.
members whether they have found us
very much in the wrong during the
six yecars we have been working to-
gether for the good of the colony. And
if we have not been wrong in the past, isit
notprobable that we shall be right in this
miatter, as we have been in many other
projects that we have had difficulty in
carry' ing through this House? I wish lon.
members to remember that the expansion
of the revenue and the increase in
the value of land, which is enormous,
especially in the city of Perth-the good
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market for the producers-anld I appeal to
producers especially and ask all those
who bave producing interests in the
colony to rally round the Govern-
ment and support this scheme,
because we are goingw to provide
markets in the interior, which will 1)e
sufficient for all you can supply for a very
long time-and the general prosperity of
the colony are all very largely due to the
goldfields. Besides these things we have
been able to build railways, construct
the Fremiantle harbor works, and we pro-
pose to establish a deep sewerage scheme
in Perth and Fremantle, all of which
are works you so much desire, but none of
them could have been carried out before
the discovery of gold in this colony. Let
us all remember these things in dealing
with this question, and help that industry
which has been helping every other in-
dustry in the colony. What is there
to be afraid ofP I suppose I am
more intimately associated with the
finances of this colony than anyone else.
I have to look after them from year to
year, and know their details, and ITam not
afraid of this scheme,wliich will be a self-
supporting one and will assist the
agricultural and every other in-
dustry in the colony. I think that
when hion. members come to reflect upon
this matter and consider it in the way I
have considered it they will be convinced
that there is no alternative. There is
really no alternative but to adopt it. The
proposal for conserving rainfall as a per-
manent supply for the fields is in my
opinion quite out of the question.

CONCLUDING REMA&RKs.

I hlave nearly come to the end of what I
]lave to say. I feel sure that I must
have wearied lion. miembers, but
it is too great and important a
question to be dealt with in a few
words. I will now finish the obser-
vations I have to make, and would
like to say to hion. members and
to the people of the country that,
during the six years that the Attorney-
General and myself have sat on this
bench and hlave been introducingmneasures
into this House, the same members
have as a rule opposed those measures.
There are not many of the lion, members
to whom I refer, but some have opposed
us on almost every great and good work

we have brought forward in this House.
I would ask has theo Government ever
led hion. members of this House or, the
people of this country into any difficulty ?
Have we been reckless in our policy, or
have we not, notwithstanding the great
works we have carried out, the railways
we have built, the public works we have
instituted-have we not at the same time
in some degree-although I do not wish
to make a boast of it, but it is worth
mnentioning-at the same time reduced
taxation ? And we hope to do a little
more this year. Have wve not some little
reason to look at the record behind us,
and to ask lion. members and the people
of the colony, from one end of it to the
other to rally round us and trust us?
Most of all, I think this Government can
lay some claim to the support of the
representatives of those parts of the
colony which are benefiting so mnuch by
the Coolgardie goldfields, and if there is
one place more than another in this colony
which is being benefited, which is being
changed, being rebuilt, and becoming
another place altogether, it is the city of
Perth. I think, sir, in the remarks I
have made that I have proved that
this colony is in a position to Under-
take this work. I have not the slightest
fear myself. We can build this work and
will neverfeelit. We will nevei-feelthis ex-
penditure any more than we feel a bnrden
the three millions or more we have
borrowed during the time I have been in
office. Are we not in a better position
to-day to pay the interest on the debt of
four and a half millions than we were
when the Government took office, and
when we had to pay only the interest on a
million and a half?' We are in
a. very much better position. It is no
trouble whatever for us topay the interest
on our debt at the present time.
The interest on our public debt, even with
the proposed expenditure on this water
works scheme, I say again, will never
be felt by this colony, unless the gold-
fields of Coolgardie collapse. I do
not think anyone will use the argu-
ment that the gold is not there; and that
is the only arguinentyou can use against
the feasibility and practicability of
this measure. I have proved that the
work will pay; I have proved that it
will do good, and I hlave proved that it
will reclaim the wilderness to a great
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extent, and spread confort and plentyI
along it,, course. In conclusion, I would
like to emphasise this point, that not only
are the mines languishing for the want
of water, and the output of gold is being
retarded, but our fellow-colonists who
are trying to build up this country are
also languishing-living in discomfort,
without even the necessaries of life in
regard to water. And when we remember
that dirt and disease are fostered by the
want of water, where health and cleanli-
ness should prevail, surely a strong ease is
made out in favor of this scheme. I say,
sir, the scheme which I have had the plea-
sure and honor of placing before the mem-
hers of this House, and before my fellow-
colonists, is a project. worthy of an enter-
prising people. I believe, if we carry out
this grgat work, not only will the gold-
fields flourish, and not only shall we be
relieved from our present anxietyv in
regard to the water question, but we
shall also be repaid a hundred fold.
Future generations, I am quite certain,
will think of us and bless us for our
far-seeing patriotism, and it will be said
of us as Isaiah said of old : " They made
a way in the wilderness, and rivers in
the desert."

ADJOuRNMIENT OF THE DEBATE.

MnR. SIMPSON: I think that, in view
of the importance of the speech the Pro-
mnier has made, it would be as well
for the debate to be adjourned for a fort-
night in order that we may assimilate
the information he has placed before us.
I beg to move that the debrte be ad-
journed till this day fortnight. [THE
Piumnn:z No, no.] The Govern-
ment have been familiar for months
withb the details of this measure,
and I think we should be allowed
time to go carefully through it.

THEF ATTORNEY-GENERA-L (Hon.
Sept. Burt); Of course the Govern-
ment will be ready to accede
to the wish of the House in regard
to the date of the adjourn-
ment, but I would suggest that, if it is
intended to refer this Bill to a Select
Committee, it would be a waste of
time to defer the debate for a, fortnight.
Therefore, I would ask the House to con-
sider whether it is desirable to refer the
matter to a Select Committee. If so, I
should think that the adjournment of

the debate for a week' ;would be sufficient,
but if it is not intended to have a Select
Committee I do net think that a fert-
night is too much to ask for.

MR. ILLINGNWORTH: I hope that
the House does not intend to have a
Select Committee on this Bill. [Hear.
hear.) I know of no instance in which
a Select Committee has done any really
practical work ina dealing with a, Bill, and
certainly I should oppose a Select Com-
mittee. I hope that the Government
will grant the adjournment that is
desired.

Tn. SPEAKER: It is against the
Standing Orders for any discussion
to take place upon a motion for the
adjournment of a, debate.

Question-That the debate be ad-
journed to this day fortnigt-put and
passed.

A&DJOQURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 6.55 o'clock,

p~m., until next day.
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